
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court's Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court's continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial scheduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 1 of 11

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court's Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of untiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims")' that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these untiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court's continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial scheduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 6 of 11

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 
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6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 

9 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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5 

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 4 of 13

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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2 

filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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3 

Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 5 of 11

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had fi led their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases fi led in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after fi ling in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records suffi cient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 6 of 11

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 
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the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 5 of 13

8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 6 of 13

Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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A. Tools to Facili tate Fili ng Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct fi ling into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2·PEC Member shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law fi rm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III, 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 5 of 11

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III, 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 6 of 11

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 

9 

In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 1 of 13

EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 1 of 11

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARL ESTON DIV ISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court's Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of untiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims")' that the Plaintiff s' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these untiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court's continued effi cient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that fi led cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial scheduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are fi led and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 

9 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 9 of 11

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 2 of 11

of this Order, all PEC Members2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiff s' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall fi le in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not fi led in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who fi led the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiff s' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to fi le their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window. 

Any cases fi led after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below. 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger eff ort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further eff ectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Fili ng Facili tation Window 

Plaintiff s' counsel are encouraged to fi le their clients' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such fi ling, plaintiff s' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facili tate Fili ng Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct fi ling into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2·PEC Member shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law fi rm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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5 

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 5 of 13

8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 6 of 13

Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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2 

filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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3 

Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with suffi cient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fil ed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiff s will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiff s shall be permitted to fi le a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages fi lings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints fi led 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and fi le a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiff s that are fi ling within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who fi led in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had fi led their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases fi led in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after fi ling in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records suffi cient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355] . 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 1 of 11

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARL ESTON DIV ISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court's Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of untiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims")' that the Plaintiff s' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these untiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court's continued effi cient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that fi led cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial scheduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 
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MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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capacity, as well as the law fi rm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 7 of 11

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 

will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 4 of 11

Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiff s and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with suffi cient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fil ed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiff s will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiff s shall be permitted to fi le a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages fi lings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints fi led 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and fi le a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiff s that are fi ling within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who fi led in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 10 of 11

In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 

I. 2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

5.
 

6.
 

7.
 

8.
 

9.
 

10
. 

11
. 

12
. 

13
. 

14
. 

15
. 

16
. 

17
. 

18
. 

19
. 

20
. 

E
xh

ib
it

 A
 t

o 
S

h
o

rt
 F

o
rm

 C
o

m
p

la
in

t in
 I

n
 r

e:
 A

q
u

e
o

u
s F

ilm
-F

o
rm

in
g

 F
o

a
m

s P
ro

du
ct

s L
ia

bi
lit

y 
Li

tig
at

io
n,

 M
D

L
 2

87
31

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
g

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

15
) 

to
A

F
F

F
 

D
rin

ki
ng

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
' 

" 
N

a
m

e
"2 

1 
P

la
in

tif
fs

 m
us

t b
e 

lis
te

d 
al

ph
ab

et
ic

al
ly

 by
 la

st
 n

a
m

e
 fir

st
, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

F
o

r e
xa

m
pl

e:
 D

oe
, J

oh
n.

 
2 
N

o
 m

or
e 

th
an

 1
50

 p
la

in
tif

fs
 m

ay
 b

e 
lis

te
d.

 A
 s

po
us

al
 p
la

in
tif

f w
ith

 a
 lo

ss
 o

f c
on

so
rt

iu
m

 cl
ai

m
 is

 c
on

si
de

re
d a

nd
 w

ill
 c

ou
nt

 a
s 

a 
se

pa
ra

te
 p
la

in
tif

f f
or

 th
is

 
pu

rp
os

e, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

ou
se

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
lis

te
d 

be
ne

at
h t

he
 p

la
in

tif
f w

ho
se

 al
le

ge
d 

in
ju

ry
 g

iv
es

 ri
se

 to
 th

e 
sp

ou
se

's
 c

la
im

/s
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
7 

of
 1

3

E
M
ib

it_
A

_t
o_S

h
o

rt_
F

or
m

_C
om

p
la

in
t_i

n
 I

r
e;

 A
q
ue

ou
s 

F
ilm

-F
or

m
in

g
 F

oa
m

s_P
ro

@d
ue

ts_
L
ia

bi
li
ty

 L
it

ig
at

io
n,
 M

D
L
 2

87
3!

 

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (

if
 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

e
r"

7
) 

C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n 
in
ju

re
d
 p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

sid
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
a
m

in
at

e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e
: k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a

se
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

d
ec

ea
se

d
 o

r 
in
ju

re
d
 

, 
5
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
nc

er
; 

te
sti

cu
la

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

p
a
ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

a
te
r 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
0/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d
 c

an
ce

r) 
In

ju
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am
e
"
 

' 2 3
 

4 5 6 7 8 9
 10
 " 12
 

13
 

4
 

15
. 

I6
. 

17
. 

I8
 

19
. 

20
 

pl
ai

nt
if

fs
 m

u
st

 b
e 

lis
te

d
 a

lp
ha

b
et

ic
al

ly
 b

y 
la

st
 n

am
e
 fi

rs
t, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

Fo
r 

e
xa

m
pl

e
 

D
oe

, 
Jo

hn
 

N
o

 m
o
re

 th
a

n
 15

0
 p

la
in

tif
fs

 m
ay

 b
e 

lis
te

d.
 A

 s
p

o
us

al
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 w

it
h

 a
 lo

ss
 of

 c
on

so
rti

um
 c

la
im

 is
 c

o
ns

id
er

ed
 a

nd
 w

il
l 

co
un

t 
as

 a
 se

pa
ra

te
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 fo
r
 t

hi
s 

pu
rp

o
se

, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

o
us

e
 sh

o
ul

d
 b

e 
lis

te
d

 b
en

ea
th

 th
e 

pl
ai

nt
if
f 

w
ho

se
 a

lle
ge

d 
in

ju
ry

 g
iv

es
 ris

e
 to

 th
e 

sp
ou

se
 s 

cl
ai

m
/s

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 ,i 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

( o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

,i 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r ,

i 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r ,

i 6
) 

W
a

te
r 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
bl

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

21
. 

22
. 

23
. 

24
. 

25
. 

26
. 

27
. 

28
. 

29
. 

30
. 

31
. 

32
. 

33
. 

34
. 

35
. 

36
. 

37
. 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

41
. 

42
. 

43
. 

44
. 

45
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
8 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
a
te

 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7)

 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

si
de

nc
e
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

o
su

re
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

o
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

n
ey

 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

15
 

to
 A

F
F

F 
D

ri
nk

in
g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
e
r, 

te
st

ic
ul

a
r 

ca
nc

er
, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
inc

ap
ac

it
at

ed
, s

ty
le

 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

er
6

) 
W

at
e

r 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9
) 

as
 "

P
lai

nt
if
f N

am
e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
e
r 

ca
n

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/0

 
th

yr
o

id
 c

an
ce

r)
 

In
ju

re
d
'de
c

ea
se

d
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
t#

r 
N

am
e"
 

21
 

22
 

23
 

24
 

25
 

26
. 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

3l
 

32
 

33
 

34
 

35
 

36
. 

37
 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

4l
 

42
 

43
 

44
 

45
 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

ln
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
R

es
id

en
ce

 
ve

nu
e (

pe
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er;

 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

Ii 
co

lit
is

; l
iv

er
 c

an
ce

r;
 an

d/
or

 
o/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d 

ca
nc

er
) 

In
ju

re
d/

de
ce

as
ed

 
I,

 
P

ar
ty

 P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

46
. 

47
. 

48
. 

49
. 

50
. 

51
. 

52
. 

53
. 

54
. 

55
. 

56
. 

57
. 

58
. 

59
. 

60
. 

61
. 

62
. 

63
. 

64
. 

65
. 

66
. 

67
. 

68
. 

69
. 

70
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
9 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 /i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o

f 
H

o
m

e
 

D
ir

ec
t 

Ex
p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
ou

t 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 or

 
in

ju
re

d
 

5
 

to
 A

F
F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

, t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r, 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te
d

, s
ty

le
 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r 

ca
nc

e
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

o/
b/

o
 

th
y

ro
id

 c
an

ce
r) 

ln
ju

re
dd

ec
ea

se
d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in
t
 

N
am

 
46

. 

47
 

48
. 

49
 

50
. 

51
. 

92
 

53
 

$4
 

55
 

56
 

57
. 

$8
. 

$9
. 

60
 

6
 

62
 

63
. 

64
 

65
. 

66
. 

67
 

68
 

69
. 

70
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,i 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d'

 
,i 

5)
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

er
 ,i 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,i 
6)

 
W

a
te

r 
th

yr
oi

d 
di

se
as

e;
 ul

ce
ra

tiv
e 

9
) 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti

ff
 N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

71
. 

72
. 

73
. 

74
. 

75
. 

76
. 

77
. 

78
. 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
. 

83
. 

84
. 

85
. 

86
. 

87
. 

88
. 

89
. 

90
. 

91
. 

92
. 

93
. 

94
. 

95
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
10

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
iff

 N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

Ho
m

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
Ex

p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
e

r 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

Re
si

de
nc

e
 

ve
nu

e 
(p

e
r 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
am

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
u
t 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
u

d
e

: k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 ind
ic

at
e
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d
 

15
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a
r 

ca
nc

er
; t

es
tic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
in

ca
p
a
ci

ta
te

d, 
st

yl
e 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er

$
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9
) 

as
 P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

er
 c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
o/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
lj

u
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
ry

 P
la

in
ti
ff
 

N
am

e"
 

" 72 7%
 

74
 

75
 

76
 

77
. 

7%
 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
 

83
 

84
 

85
 

86
 

87
 

88
 

89
 

90
 

9l
 

92
 

93
 

94
 

95
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,r 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

, 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
e

r ,r
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,r 6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

F
 

96
. 

97
. 

98
. 

99
. 

10
0.

 

I 0
1.

 

10
2.

 

10
3.

 

10
4.

 

10
5.

 

10
6.

 

10
7.

 

10
8.

 

10
9.

 

11
0.

 

11
1.

 

11
2.

 

11
3.

 

11
4.

 

11
5.

 

11
6.

 

11
7.

 

11
8.

 

11
9.

 

12
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
11

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 

Fi
re

fi
gh

te
r 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d

 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
p

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
de

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

n
yu

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
n

ce
r;

 t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r,
 

C
ou

nt
 n

u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

inc
a
p
a
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
" 

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d
 d

is
e
a
se;

 u
lc

er
at

iv
e

 
9)

 
as

 P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
co

lit
is

, 
liv

e
r c

a
n
ce

r,
 an

d/
o

r 
o
/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re
d

 de
ce

a
se

d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am

e"
 

96
. 

97
 

98
 

99
 

10
0

 

10
 

10
2 

10
3

 

10
4

 

10
5 

10
6

 

10
7

 

10
8

 

10
9

 

10
 

11
 

1
2 

1
3
 

14
 

11
5

 

16
 

1
7
 

1
8

 

11
9
. 

12
0

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
ln

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
er

 1 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

12
1.

 

12
2.

 

12
3.

 

12
4.

 

12
5.

 

12
6.

 

12
7.

 

12
8.

 

12
9.

 

13
0.

 

13
1.

 

13
2.

 

13
3.

 

13
4.

 

13
5.

 

13
6.

 

13
7.

 

13
8.

 

13
9.

 

14
0.

 

14
1.

 

14
2.

 

14
3.

 

14
4.

 

14
5.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
12

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i

f 
D

O
B

 
St

at
e
 o
f 

H
om

e 
D

ir
e
ct

 
Ex

p
os

ur
e
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s (
pe
r 

7
 

C
au

se
s
 of

 A
ct

io
n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

Re
si

d
e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
d

ec
ea

se
d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
15

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D
ri

nk
in

g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; t
e

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e
r) 

(p
er
 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

p
ar

ty
) 

(p
er
 

6)
 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff

 N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
; 

liv
e

r c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/6

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re

d
 d
e

ce
as

ed
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

ti
ff
 

Na
m

e
 

12
1

 

12
2

 

12
 

12
4

 

12
5

 

12
6.

 
12

7
 

12
8

 

12
9

 

13
0 

13
1 

13
2

 

1
3 

13
4

 

13
5

. 

13
6

 

13
 

13
8

 

13
9

 

4
0

 

14
l 

14
2

 

14
3

 

4
4 

14
5

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
e

r 1
6

) 
W

at
er

 
1, 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
a

s 
"P

la
in

tif
f N

a
m

e
 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

14
6.

 

14
7.

 

14
8.

 

14
9.

 

15
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
13

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

re
 @
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

ed
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

$
7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o

f 
R

e
sid

e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

er
 

E
xp

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 vi
a

 
d

e
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
FF

 
D

ri
nk

in
g

 
G

e
ar

 
ca

nc
e

r, 
te

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

c
e
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e

r) 
(p

e
r 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d

, s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

6
) 

W
at

e
r 

th
yr

oid
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
er

 c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/b

/4o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
a
n
ce

r) 
In

ju
re
d
 de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

M
ar
e

 
14

6 

14
7 

14
8
 

14
9

 

15
0 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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5 

including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 

will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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2 

filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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3 

Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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plead allegations with suffi cient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fil ed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiff s will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiff s shall be permitted to fi le a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages fi lings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints fi led 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and fi le a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiff s that are fi ling within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who fi led in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had fi led their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases fi led in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after fi ling in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records suffi cient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es)- For those plaintiff s alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bill s, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a fi refighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

suffi cient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear --A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO 5F. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiff s by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 31B (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.aff fmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to lnfo@aff fmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases fi led from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already fi led between March pt and April 15, 2025 -- These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between April 16" and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already fi led between May 30" and June 30, 2025 -These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases fi led after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 
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The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 
Defendant 2 
Defendant 3 
Defendant 4 
Defendant 5 
Defendant 6 
Defendant 7 
Defendant 8 
Defendant 9 
Defendant I 0 
Defendant 11 
Defendant 12 
Defendant 13 
Defendant 14 
Defendant 15 
Defendant 16 
Defendant 17 
Defendant 18 
Defendant 19 
Defendant 20 
Defendant 21 
Defendant 22 
Defendant 23 
Defendant 24 
Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 
Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 

I. 2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

5.
 

6.
 

7.
 

8.
 

9.
 

10
. 

11
. 

12
. 

13
. 

14
. 

15
. 

16
. 

17
. 

18
. 

19
. 

20
. 

E
xh

ib
it

 A
 t

o 
S

h
o

rt
 F

o
rm

 C
o

m
p

la
in

t in
 I

n
 r

e:
 A

q
u

e
o

u
s F

ilm
-F

o
rm

in
g

 F
o

a
m

s P
ro

du
ct

s L
ia

bi
lit

y 
Li

tig
at

io
n,

 M
D

L
 2

87
31

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
g

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

15
) 

to
A

F
F

F
 

D
rin

ki
ng

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
' 

" 
N

a
m

e
"2 

1 
P

la
in

tif
fs

 m
us

t b
e 

lis
te

d 
al

ph
ab

et
ic

al
ly

 by
 la

st
 n

a
m

e
 fir

st
, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

F
o

r e
xa

m
pl

e:
 D

oe
, J

oh
n.

 
2 
N

o
 m

or
e 

th
an

 1
50

 p
la

in
tif

fs
 m

ay
 b

e 
lis

te
d.

 A
 s

po
us

al
 p
la

in
tif

f w
ith

 a
 lo

ss
 o

f c
on

so
rt

iu
m

 cl
ai

m
 is

 c
on

si
de

re
d a

nd
 w

ill
 c

ou
nt

 a
s 

a 
se

pa
ra

te
 p
la

in
tif

f f
or

 th
is

 
pu

rp
os

e, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

ou
se

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
lis

te
d 

be
ne

at
h t

he
 p

la
in

tif
f w

ho
se

 al
le

ge
d 

in
ju

ry
 g

iv
es

 ri
se

 to
 th

e 
sp

ou
se

's
 c

la
im

/s
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
7 

of
 1

3

E
M
ib

it_
A

_t
o_S

h
o

rt_
F

or
m

_C
om

p
la

in
t_i

n
 I

r
e;

 A
q
ue

ou
s 

F
ilm

-F
or

m
in

g
 F

oa
m

s_P
ro

@d
ue

ts_
L
ia

bi
li
ty

 L
it

ig
at

io
n,
 M

D
L
 2

87
3!

 

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (

if
 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

e
r"

7
) 

C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n 
in
ju

re
d
 p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

sid
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
a
m

in
at

e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e
: k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a

se
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

d
ec

ea
se

d
 o

r 
in
ju

re
d
 

, 
5
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
nc

er
; 

te
sti

cu
la

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

p
a
ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

a
te
r 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
0/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d
 c

an
ce

r) 
In

ju
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am
e
"
 

' 2 3
 

4 5 6 7 8 9
 10
 " 12
 

13
 

4
 

15
. 

I6
. 

17
. 

I8
 

19
. 

20
 

pl
ai

nt
if

fs
 m

u
st

 b
e 

lis
te

d
 a

lp
ha

b
et

ic
al

ly
 b

y 
la

st
 n

am
e
 fi

rs
t, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

Fo
r 

e
xa

m
pl

e
 

D
oe

, 
Jo

hn
 

N
o

 m
o
re

 th
a

n
 15

0
 p

la
in

tif
fs

 m
ay

 b
e 

lis
te

d.
 A

 s
p

o
us

al
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 w

it
h

 a
 lo

ss
 of

 c
on

so
rti

um
 c

la
im

 is
 c

o
ns

id
er

ed
 a

nd
 w

il
l 

co
un

t 
as

 a
 se

pa
ra

te
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 fo
r
 t

hi
s 

pu
rp

o
se

, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

o
us

e
 sh

o
ul

d
 b

e 
lis

te
d

 b
en

ea
th

 th
e 

pl
ai

nt
if
f 

w
ho

se
 a

lle
ge

d 
in

ju
ry

 g
iv

es
 ris

e
 to

 th
e 

sp
ou

se
 s 

cl
ai

m
/s

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 ,i 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

( o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

,i 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r ,

i 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r ,

i 6
) 

W
a

te
r 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
bl

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

21
. 

22
. 

23
. 

24
. 

25
. 

26
. 

27
. 

28
. 

29
. 

30
. 

31
. 

32
. 

33
. 

34
. 

35
. 

36
. 

37
. 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

41
. 

42
. 

43
. 

44
. 

45
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
8 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
a
te

 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7)

 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

si
de

nc
e
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

o
su

re
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

o
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

n
ey

 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

15
 

to
 A

F
F

F 
D

ri
nk

in
g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
e
r, 

te
st

ic
ul

a
r 

ca
nc

er
, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
inc

ap
ac

it
at

ed
, s

ty
le

 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

er
6

) 
W

at
e

r 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9
) 

as
 "

P
lai

nt
if
f N

am
e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
e
r 

ca
n

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/0

 
th

yr
o

id
 c

an
ce

r)
 

In
ju

re
d
'de
c

ea
se

d
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
t#

r 
N

am
e"
 

21
 

22
 

23
 

24
 

25
 

26
. 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

3l
 

32
 

33
 

34
 

35
 

36
. 

37
 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

4l
 

42
 

43
 

44
 

45
 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

ln
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
R

es
id

en
ce

 
ve

nu
e (

pe
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er;

 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

Ii 
co

lit
is

; l
iv

er
 c

an
ce

r;
 an

d/
or

 
o/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d 

ca
nc

er
) 

In
ju

re
d/

de
ce

as
ed

 
I,

 
P

ar
ty

 P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

46
. 

47
. 

48
. 

49
. 

50
. 

51
. 

52
. 

53
. 

54
. 

55
. 

56
. 

57
. 

58
. 

59
. 

60
. 

61
. 

62
. 

63
. 

64
. 

65
. 

66
. 

67
. 

68
. 

69
. 

70
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
9 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 /i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o

f 
H

o
m

e
 

D
ir

ec
t 

Ex
p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
ou

t 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 or

 
in

ju
re

d
 

5
 

to
 A

F
F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

, t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r, 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te
d

, s
ty

le
 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r 

ca
nc

e
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

o/
b/

o
 

th
y

ro
id

 c
an

ce
r) 

ln
ju

re
dd

ec
ea

se
d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in
t
 

N
am

 
46

. 

47
 

48
. 

49
 

50
. 

51
. 

92
 

53
 

$4
 

55
 

56
 

57
. 

$8
. 

$9
. 

60
 

6
 

62
 

63
. 

64
 

65
. 

66
. 

67
 

68
 

69
. 

70
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,i 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d'

 
,i 

5)
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

er
 ,i 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,i 
6)

 
W

a
te

r 
th

yr
oi

d 
di

se
as

e;
 ul

ce
ra

tiv
e 

9
) 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti

ff
 N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

71
. 

72
. 

73
. 

74
. 

75
. 

76
. 

77
. 

78
. 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
. 

83
. 

84
. 

85
. 

86
. 

87
. 

88
. 

89
. 

90
. 

91
. 

92
. 

93
. 

94
. 

95
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
10

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
iff

 N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

Ho
m

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
Ex

p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
e

r 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

Re
si

de
nc

e
 

ve
nu

e 
(p

e
r 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
am

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
u
t 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
u

d
e

: k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 ind
ic

at
e
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d
 

15
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a
r 

ca
nc

er
; t

es
tic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
in

ca
p
a
ci

ta
te

d, 
st

yl
e 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er

$
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9
) 

as
 P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

er
 c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
o/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
lj

u
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
ry

 P
la

in
ti
ff
 

N
am

e"
 

" 72 7%
 

74
 

75
 

76
 

77
. 

7%
 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
 

83
 

84
 

85
 

86
 

87
 

88
 

89
 

90
 

9l
 

92
 

93
 

94
 

95
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,r 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

, 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
e

r ,r
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,r 6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

F
 

96
. 

97
. 

98
. 

99
. 

10
0.

 

I 0
1.

 

10
2.

 

10
3.

 

10
4.

 

10
5.

 

10
6.

 

10
7.

 

10
8.

 

10
9.

 

11
0.

 

11
1.

 

11
2.

 

11
3.

 

11
4.

 

11
5.

 

11
6.

 

11
7.

 

11
8.

 

11
9.

 

12
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
11

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 

Fi
re

fi
gh

te
r 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d

 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
p

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
de

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

n
yu

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
n

ce
r;

 t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r,
 

C
ou

nt
 n

u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

inc
a
p
a
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
" 

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d
 d

is
e
a
se;

 u
lc

er
at

iv
e

 
9)

 
as

 P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
co

lit
is

, 
liv

e
r c

a
n
ce

r,
 an

d/
o

r 
o
/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re
d

 de
ce

a
se

d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am

e"
 

96
. 

97
 

98
 

99
 

10
0

 

10
 

10
2 

10
3

 

10
4

 

10
5 

10
6

 

10
7

 

10
8

 

10
9

 

10
 

11
 

1
2 

1
3
 

14
 

11
5

 

16
 

1
7
 

1
8

 

11
9
. 

12
0

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
ln

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
er

 1 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

12
1.

 

12
2.

 

12
3.

 

12
4.

 

12
5.

 

12
6.

 

12
7.

 

12
8.

 

12
9.

 

13
0.

 

13
1.

 

13
2.

 

13
3.

 

13
4.

 

13
5.

 

13
6.

 

13
7.

 

13
8.

 

13
9.

 

14
0.

 

14
1.

 

14
2.

 

14
3.

 

14
4.

 

14
5.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
12

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i

f 
D

O
B

 
St

at
e
 o
f 

H
om

e 
D

ir
e
ct

 
Ex

p
os

ur
e
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s (
pe
r 

7
 

C
au

se
s
 of

 A
ct

io
n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

Re
si

d
e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
d

ec
ea

se
d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
15

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D
ri

nk
in

g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; t
e

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e
r) 

(p
er
 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

p
ar

ty
) 

(p
er
 

6)
 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff

 N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
; 

liv
e

r c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/6

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re

d
 d
e

ce
as

ed
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

ti
ff
 

Na
m

e
 

12
1

 

12
2

 

12
 

12
4

 

12
5

 

12
6.

 
12

7
 

12
8

 

12
9

 

13
0 

13
1 

13
2

 

1
3 

13
4

 

13
5

. 

13
6

 

13
 

13
8

 

13
9

 

4
0

 

14
l 

14
2

 

14
3

 

4
4 

14
5

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
e

r 1
6

) 
W

at
er

 
1, 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
a

s 
"P

la
in

tif
f N

a
m

e
 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

14
6.

 

14
7.

 

14
8.

 

14
9.

 

15
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
13

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

re
 @
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

ed
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

$
7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o

f 
R

e
sid

e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

er
 

E
xp

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 vi
a

 
d

e
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
FF

 
D

ri
nk

in
g

 
G

e
ar

 
ca

nc
e

r, 
te

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

c
e
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e

r) 
(p

e
r 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d

, s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

6
) 

W
at

e
r 

th
yr

oid
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
er

 c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/b

/4o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
a
n
ce

r) 
In

ju
re
d
 de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

M
ar
e

 
14

6 

14
7 

14
8
 

14
9

 

15
0 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 11 of 11

assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

EXHIBIT A 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 1 of 13

EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

□ The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 
Defendant 29 
Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

□ Other: ----------------------- 
5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 
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2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 
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MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 
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1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 

of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823       Page 4 of 11

Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiff s and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with suffi cient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fil ed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiff s will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiff s shall be permitted to fi le a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages fi lings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints fi led 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and fi le a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiff s that are fi ling within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who fi led in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 

this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 
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6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 
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8 

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [[][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING 
FOAMS PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MDL No.: 
2:18-mn-2873-RMG 

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER NO. 35 

This Order Relates to All Actions 

As reflected in the Court' s Order dated July 15, 2025 (Dkt. No. 7518), the Court has become 

aware of a large number of unfiled cases, many of which the Court understands allege one or more 

of the six injuries (hereinafter, the "Listed Claims") 1 that the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee 

("PEC") has determined to pursue in this MDL. The existence of these unfiled claims, many of 

which may not be vetted, creates challenges for the Court' s continued efficient management of this 

MDL docket. The Court also must ensure that filed cases are appropriately vetted through the 

processes set forth in this CMO. For these reasons, the Bellwether trial sc heduled for October 20, 

2025, and all related dates in CMO 26-I, are vacated until such a time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Given the complexity of this MDL, the Court has established the requirements of this Order for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed and properly vetted to aid in the ongoing management of this 

MDL. 

The PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to take the steps outlined in this Order 

to assist the Court in assessing and streamlining the docket. Specifically, within 21 days of the date 

1 The Listed Claims are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, ( 4) thyroid disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid cancer. 
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of this Order, all PEC Members 2 that the Court appointed to Plaintiffs' Leadership under CMO 2, 

including the most recent PEC re-appointment pursuant to CMO 34 (Dkt. No. 7754), shall file in 

this MDL all cases on behalf of all personal injury claimants they represent who allege one of the 

six injuries the PEC is pursuing in this MDL. For any case not filed in this MDL pursuant to this 

paragraph, the PEC Member who filed the case outside this MDL will not oppose transfer of this 

case to the MDL. The Court will refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation Window," or the "Window," 

described further below. 

Of note, all plaintiffs ' counsel (i.e. counsel not on the Court's appointed PEC) representing 

clients alleging Listed Claims are strongly encouraged to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation 

Window . 

Any cases filed after the Filing Facilitation Window closes are subject to the requirements 

set forth in Section II below . 

The requirements set forth in this Order are part of the Court's larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient management of this MDL. Additional orders may follow that further effectuate 

these goals, including as appropriate case management orders, including additional proof 

requirements, and early dispositive motions. 

I. The Filing Facilitation Window 

Plaintiffs' counsel are encouraged to file their clients ' cases in this MDL within 21 days of 

this Order. In order to facilitate such filing, plaintiffs' counsel may avail themselves of the following: 

A. Tools to Facilitate Filing Within the Window 

1. Direct Filing 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) allows for direct filing into the MDL. The Court encourages this direct 

2 "PEC Member " shall mean the individual attorney appointed to the PEC pursuant to CMO 2 in their personal 
capacity, as well as the law firm for which the PEC Member is employed or is a partner. 

2 
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filing to continue. In the event that a named Defendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at some point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this MDL, any and all statute of limitations are deemed tolled as 

of the date of direct filing in the MDL. Once again, the Court wants to encourage the direct filing 

of cases in this MDL and minimize motion practice. 

2. Bundling Multiple Plaintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this Order, the Court will permit the filing of 

complaints listing multiple unrelated plaintiffs on one complaint for the duration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window. This suspension of CMO 3, paragraph 26, will remain in effect only for the 

duration of the Window. Multiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given complaint must be limited to 150 

said plaintiffs, which includes loss of consortium spouses. By way of example a plaintiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a spouse's loss of consortium claim(s), shall count as two plaintiffs for purposes 

of the 150-plaintiff limitation. Any cases utilizing the mass actions provision of CAF A must meet 

the specific pleading requirements under 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1). Plaintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on the manner 

in which cases will be tried. As noted below, a template of such complaint is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. Such complaints must list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last name and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. Short Form Complaint 

Additionally, in the interests of judicial economy, plaintiffs are permitted to use a Short Form 

Complaint ("SFC") attached to this Order as Exhibit A, for the duration of the Window. 

This Short Form Complaint is in an abbreviated form and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the home state, the plaintiffs date of birth, the causes of action, without the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for remand. 

3 
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Whether and when there will be a master long form complaint will be the subject of further 

discussions among counsel and the Court. However, a master complaint is not currently 

contemplated by the parties. Plaintiffs and Defendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

time and until further Order of the Court, Defendants will not assert that any SFC (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations with sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of 

pleadings. The parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

Defendants will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed SFC asserting a failure 

to plead allegations with specificity or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 8. Motion 

practice on any SFC subject to this Order shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court. 

Plaintiffs will have a right to amend their Complaint to add elements to establish a prima facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future Order of the Court before any motion practice. 

For avoidance of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be permitted to file a traditional non-short-form 

complaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellwether pool or being subject to 

motion practice under Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 or Fed. R. Civ. P. 8 as provided in CMO 2 and defendants 

do not waive the right to bring any challenges under Rule 12 with respect to such complaint. Any 

such traditional non-short-form complaint shall comply with the requirements of CMO 3 limiting 

all complaints to a single plaintiff (and, if applicable, a loss of consortium plaintiff). 

4. State and Local Filing 

The Court encourages filings in this Court. However, with respect to any complaints filed 

in State Courts, Defendants shall remove such actions to Federal Court and file a notice of tag-along 

action with the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing within the Filing 

Facilitation Window to comply with this order shall not oppose such transfer. Any plaintiff who 

opposes transfer to the MDL who filed in this Window, and whose case is ultimately transferred to 

4 
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this MDL, shall be subject to the requirements of Section II below, as if they had filed their action 

after the Filing Facilitation Window. 

B. Information Required to be Provided After Filing 

All cases filed in or transferred to this MDL between March 1, 2025 and the end of the Filing 

Facilitation Window must provide the following information (hereinafter the "Proof Requirements") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in CMO 5G and 3 lA (which is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the MDL): 

1. Evidence of Diagnosis: A succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assuming it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is impracticable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct Defendants to the 

specific page or pages on which the responsive information can be found. 

2. Plaintiff Fact Sheet Information - A completed Amended Plaintiff Personal 

Injury Fact Sheet ("Amended PI PFS"), as applicable under CMOs 31 and 

5G, submitted and served through the Eisner Advisory Group (EAG) portal. 

3. Evidence of Drinking Water Exposure: A plaintiff alleging exposure to 

PF AS through drinking water served by a public water system and/or a 

private well shall provide any evidence of PF AS contamination in the 

drinking water in accordance with the Amended PI PFS, see Section III , 

Question 16( c ). A plaintiff alleging exposure via a public water system shall 

also provide the public water system identification number ("PWSID") 

and/or name for such water system/s. In either instance, if a plaintiff has 

additional proof of PF AS contamination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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including for example, PF AS contamination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. Proof of Drinking Water Exposure Address(es) - For those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to PF AS through contaminated drinking water, documentary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contaminated drinking water, through 

either: 

a. Provision of a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. Submission of documents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. Evidence of Exposure - Direct Exposure to AFFF - A plaintiff claiming 

direct exposure to AFFF must establish exposure to AFFF by submitting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

employment as a firefighter, or in the military, or at another job in which he 

or she regularly used or was otherwise exposed to AFFF by records such as 

military service records, employment records and documents, or relevant tax 

forms establishing such service or employment. Such proof should be 

sufficient to establish service or employment before the claimed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period 

claimed. 

6 
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6 

6. Evidence of Exposure - Turnout Gear - A plaintiff who is only claiming 

exposure to PF AS through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

Turnout Gear Plaintiff Fact Sheet under CMO SF. 

All Proof Requirements must be provided by Plaintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the Court Appointed Portal Vendor EAG, and submitted along with Plaintiffs PPF or Amended PI 

PFS. 

All Fact Sheets and associated documents shall be uploaded to the EAG portal as described 

in CMOs 5G and 31, 3 lA and 3 lB (Dkt. Nos. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

www.afffmdlportal.com. Plaintiffs counsel are reminded of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per CMO 31 (Dkt. No. 6255). Once registered, Counsel may individually register their clients 

directly from the portal. Counsel are reminded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should be presented to the Portal administrator by writing to Info@afffmdlportal.com. 

The Portal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload of information and supporting documents. 

For any cases filed from March 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this information to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the following schedule: 

• For all cases that were already filed between March pt and April 15, 2025 - These 

materials are due by September 30, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between April 16th and May 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by October 15, 2025; 

• For all cases that were already filed between May 30th and June 30, 2025 - These 

materials are due by November 1, 2025. 

• For all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for submission of these materials 

7 
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will be 98 days from filing in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases filed within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. Filing Obligations After the Filing Facilitation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the filing of unfiled claims, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiffs to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases filed within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case must be filed in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-filing of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiffs' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of unfiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 
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will be 98 days from fi ling in or transfer to this MDL, as set forth in CMO 5 [ECF 

No. 205]. 

Cases fi led within the Window shall not, without further order of the Court, be subject to the 

CMO 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under CMO 5. 

As noted below, the Court will assess compliance and meet with the PEC leadership and DCC 

leadership to address next steps. 

II . Fili ng Obligations After the Fili ng Facili tation Window Closes 

The Filing Facilitation Window is being created to facilitate the fi ling of unfi led claims, and 

plaintiff s' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of it. As the Court notes above, PEC 

appointed counsel are directed to fi le their cases in this MDL within the Filing Facilitation Window, 

and non-PEC counsel are strongly encouraged to fi le cases within this Window. 

The Court will allow Plaintiff s to dismiss without prejudice and/or allow counsel to move to 

withdraw from representations of cases as appropriate and warranted under the circumstances here. 

Solely as to cases fi led within the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court will allow voluntary 

dismissal without prejudice under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i). It shall be a strict condition of the Court 

granting such a dismissal without prejudice that, if the Plaintiff ( s) seek to fi le a case at a later date, 

that case must be fi led in this MDL and shall remain subject to the terms of this Order based on the 

date of any such re-fi ling of their claims. These conditions and requirements of this Order, including 

any attempted voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(l)(A)(i), are binding on Plaintiff s individually 

regardless of the identity of counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claims. 

This Court trusts it does not need to remind plaintiff s' counsel of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claims, both prior to and upon retention as well as throughout the course of 

their representation. To the extent that the large number of untiled cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and marketing eff orts, plaintiff s' counsel are reminded that they should 

8 

not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

filing, allowing for bundling of plaintiffs on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all unfiled cases to be filed within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged injury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profile Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 

9 
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not accept more cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see ABA Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct 1.1, 1.3). 

Through the Filing Facilitation Window, the Court has attempted to remove obstacles to 

fi ling, allowing for bundling of plaintiff s on one complaint, and use of a Short Form Complaint. 

Other processes already in place also help facilitate fi ling, such as direct fi ling as permitted under 

CMO 3 (Dkt. No. 72) and service of process via email as permitted under CMO 6 [ECF No. 355]. 

As such, the Court wants all untiled cases to be fi led within 21 days of this Order. Following this 

Window, the ability to bundle plaintiff s on a complaint shall be terminated. 

Further, the following additional requirements will apply to any case fi led in or transferred 

to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window: 

A. The plaintiff shall have 90 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve (to the extent not already provided via a Plaintiff Fact Sheet) on 

Defendants named in the action a complete set of medical records that document the 

diagnosis, management, and treatment of plaintiffs alleged in jury. 

B. The plaintiff shall have 120 days from the date the action is fi led in or transferred to 

this MDL to serve on Defendants named in the action expert disclosures compliant 

with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirements are applicable only to cases fi led in or 

transferred to this MDL after the closure of the Filing Facilitation Window and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirements regarding (1) Plaintiff Profi le Forms and Fact Sheets as set 

forth in CMO No. 5, 5G and 31 and (2) the Proof Requirements set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 ("CMO 28"), those plaintiffs shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III. Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the effective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Further Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case filings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of filings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 

10 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiff s subject to this Order have alleged an "Unlisted Claim" 

as defined in Second Amended CMO 28 (CMO 28), those plaintiff s shall remain subject to the 

terms of CMO 28, as amended, for any such claims. 

III . Rule 702 Proceedings 

On June 20, 2025, the Court conducted a Science Day on liver and thyroid cancer. As to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on August 11, 2025 

(plaintiff s' general causation reports) and September 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) will remain in place. 

As previously ordered, by October 24, 2025, the parties shall submit a proposed schedule for 

discovery and Rule 702 motions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

Court may then schedule a hearing on those motions. 

The Court will consider proposals raised by Defense Co-Leads and PEC Co-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any motion that will impact the eff ective management of the personal injury cases in 

this MDL. 

IV. Fur ther Orders and Proceedings 

The Court expects strict adherence to these requirements and deadlines, absent agreement of 

the parties or leave of the Court. Unless and until a plaintiff complies with all requirements of this 

Order, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order of Court. With the input 

of the Plaintiff and Defense Co-Leads, the Court may enter further orders relating to the remedies 

for non-compliance with this Order. 

While the Court has adjourned the current Bellwether trials, the Court anticipates that the 

Defendants shall diligently review the case fi lings and discovery materials referenced herein. The 

PEC leadership and DCC leadership are directed to report to the Court after 30 days and 60 days of 

entry of this Order on the status of fi lings and compliance with this Order. The Court will then 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellwether 

plaintiffs against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 

11 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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assess, and determine what further reporting and other case management tools or orders may be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and which may include potentially resuming bellwether 

proceedings as to Donnelly, Spears, and/or Voelker, and/or diff erent personal injury bellwether 

plaintiff s against any or all Defendants. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

s/Richard Mark Gergel 
Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 15, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiffs named herein through Exhibit A file this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and filed in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiffs' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not file motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any filed Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 
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IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN RE: AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAMS 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

MDL No. 2: 18-mn-2873-RMG 

SHORT FORM COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

The Plaintiff s named herein through Exhibit A fi le this Short Form Complaint and Jury 

Demand against Defendants named below by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

permitted by Case Management Order ("CMO") No. 35. This Short Form Complaint is being 

utilized, permitted and fi led in the interests of judicial economy and takes an abbreviated form. 

Whether and when there will be non-short form complaints and answer(s) will be the subject of 

further discussions among counsel and the Court. Plaintiff s' Leadership and Defendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this time and until further Order of the Court, they 

will not assert that any Short Form Complaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with suffi cient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insuffi ciency of pleadings. Plaintiff s' Leadership 

and Defendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further Order of the Court, 

they will not fi le motions pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) against any fi led Short Form Complaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to meet the requirements of Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 8. Motion practice on the individual personal injury Complaints subject to this Order 

shall be stayed and may proceed only upon leave of Court and with the protections afforded under 

CMO 35. Use of this Short Form Complaint will not be permitted after the expiration of the Filing 

Facilitation Window as set forth by this Court in CMO 35. 

Plaintiffs 

1. Plaintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam ("AFFF"). As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiffs (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suffering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiffs bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant 1 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant 10 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 1 7 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Oef endant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 

Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 
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Plaintiff s 

1. Plaintiff s listed in attached Exhibit A allege exposure to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFAS") due to Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), As a result of exposure 

to AFFF, Plaintiff s (and/or Decedents) endured pain and suff ering, emotional distress, mental 

anguish, economic injuries, and personal injuries as described below. 

2. Plaintiffs allege the plaintiff -specific information listed in Exhibit A. 

Defendants 

3. Plaintiff s bring suit against the following defendants (list all defendants being named): 

Defendant I 

Defendant 2 

Defendant 3 

Defendant 4 

Defendant 5 

Defendant 6 

Defendant 7 

Defendant 8 

Defendant 9 

Defendant I 0 

Defendant 11 

Defendant 12 

Defendant 13 

Defendant 14 

Defendant 15 

Defendant 16 

Defendant 17 

Defendant 18 

Defendant 19 

Defendant 20 

Defendant 21 

Defendant 22 

Defendant 23 

Defendant 24 

Defendant 25 
Defendant 26 

Defendant 27 

Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

%¡� The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D Other: -----------------------

5. Plaintiffs designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff's Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiffs allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PF AS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiff's Alleged lniuries 

7. Plaintiffs allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 
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Defendant 28 

Defendant 29 

Defendant 30 

Jur isdiction and Venue 

4. Plaintiff alleges jurisdiction based on: 

D Diversity 

D Federal Question 

D The "Mass Action" provisions of the Class Action Fairness Act 
("CAFA"), which include the requirements under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘�� Other: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

5. Plaintiff s designate the District Courts indicated on Exhibit A as the "Home Venue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin where the claim(s) could have overwise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

Plaintiff' s Allegations of Exposure 

6. Plaintiff s allege exposure to PFAS, as described in Exhibit A, as a result of: 

• Direct exposure to AFFF (i.e. use or handling of AFFF); and/or 

• Exposure to drinking water contaminated with PFAS as a result of AFFF; and/or 

• Exposure to turnout gear ("TOG") containing PFAS. 

The specific exposure alleged by each plaintiff is indicated in Exhibit A. 

Plaintiffs Alleged Injur ies 

7. Plaintiff s allege one more of the following personal injuries as described in Exhibit A: 

Kidney Cancer 
Testicular Cancer 
Thyroid Disease 
Ulcerative Colitis 
Liver Cancer 
Thyroid Cancer 

8. Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I - Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V - Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability , Alternative Liability , Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VIII - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X - Wrongful Death 
Count XI - Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII- ________________ _ 
Count XIII - _______________ _ 
Count XIV -
Count XV -
Count XVI-
Count XVII- _______________ _ 
Count XVIII - _______________ _ 
CountXIX -
CountXX-
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 
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8. Plaintiff s have not described or alleged secondary injuries, damages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. Plaintiff s reserve the right to seek damages for all such secondary injuries, 

damages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

Causes of Action 

9. The specific causes of action Plaintiff (s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the following Causes of Action, of which each Plaintiff on Exhibit A 

adopts and alleges such Causes as indicated on Exhibit A: 

Count I-Defective Design 
Count II - Failure to Warn 
Count III - Negligence 
Count IV - Negligence Per Se 
Count V- Trespass and Battery 
Count VI - Strict Product Liability 
Count VII - Market Share Liability, Alternative Liability, Concert 
of Action, and Enterprise Liability 
Count VII I - Concealment, Misrepresentation, and Fraud 
Count IX - Conspiracy 
Count X Wrongful Death 
Count XI- Loss of Consortium 

Other Causes of Action: 
Count XII - _ 
Count [ [][­ 
Count XIV­ 
Count XV 
Count XVI- 
Count \/[] _ 
C_'ount XV[[] 
Count XIX- 
Count XX ­ 
Others 

Jury Demand 

10. Plaintiff s demand a trial by jury as to all claims in this action. 

Date: ------

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Date: -- 

Respectfully Submitted, 

I. 2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

5.
 

6.
 

7.
 

8.
 

9.
 

10
. 

11
. 

12
. 

13
. 

14
. 

15
. 

16
. 

17
. 

18
. 

19
. 

20
. 

E
xh

ib
it

 A
 t

o 
S

h
o

rt
 F

o
rm

 C
o

m
p

la
in

t in
 I

n
 r

e:
 A

q
u

e
o

u
s F

ilm
-F

o
rm

in
g

 F
o

a
m

s P
ro

du
ct

s L
ia

bi
lit

y 
Li

tig
at

io
n,

 M
D

L
 2

87
31

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
g

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

15
) 

to
A

F
F

F
 

D
rin

ki
ng

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
' 

" 
N

a
m

e
"2 

1 
P

la
in

tif
fs

 m
us

t b
e 

lis
te

d 
al

ph
ab

et
ic

al
ly

 by
 la

st
 n

a
m

e
 fir

st
, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

F
o

r e
xa

m
pl

e:
 D

oe
, J

oh
n.

 
2 
N

o
 m

or
e 

th
an

 1
50

 p
la

in
tif

fs
 m

ay
 b

e 
lis

te
d.

 A
 s

po
us

al
 p
la

in
tif

f w
ith

 a
 lo

ss
 o

f c
on

so
rt

iu
m

 cl
ai

m
 is

 c
on

si
de

re
d a

nd
 w

ill
 c

ou
nt

 a
s 

a 
se

pa
ra

te
 p
la

in
tif

f f
or

 th
is

 
pu

rp
os

e, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

ou
se

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
lis

te
d 

be
ne

at
h t

he
 p

la
in

tif
f w

ho
se

 al
le

ge
d 

in
ju

ry
 g

iv
es

 ri
se

 to
 th

e 
sp

ou
se

's
 c

la
im

/s
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
7 

of
 1

3

E
M
ib

it_
A

_t
o_S

h
o

rt_
F

or
m

_C
om

p
la

in
t_i

n
 I

r
e;

 A
q
ue

ou
s 

F
ilm

-F
or

m
in

g
 F

oa
m

s_P
ro

@d
ue

ts_
L
ia

bi
li
ty

 L
it

ig
at

io
n,
 M

D
L
 2

87
3!

 

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (

if
 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

e
r"

7
) 

C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n 
in
ju

re
d
 p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

sid
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
a
m

in
at

e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e
: k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a

se
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

d
ec

ea
se

d
 o

r 
in
ju

re
d
 

, 
5
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
nc

er
; 

te
sti

cu
la

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

p
a
ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

a
te
r 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
0/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d
 c

an
ce

r) 
In

ju
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am
e
"
 

' 2 3
 

4 5 6 7 8 9
 10
 " 12
 

13
 

4
 

15
. 

I6
. 

17
. 

I8
 

19
. 

20
 

pl
ai

nt
if

fs
 m

u
st

 b
e 

lis
te

d
 a

lp
ha

b
et

ic
al

ly
 b

y 
la

st
 n

am
e
 fi

rs
t, 

th
en

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e. 

Fo
r 

e
xa

m
pl

e
 

D
oe

, 
Jo

hn
 

N
o

 m
o
re

 th
a

n
 15

0
 p

la
in

tif
fs

 m
ay

 b
e 

lis
te

d.
 A

 s
p

o
us

al
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 w

it
h

 a
 lo

ss
 of

 c
on

so
rti

um
 c

la
im

 is
 c

o
ns

id
er

ed
 a

nd
 w

il
l 

co
un

t 
as

 a
 se

pa
ra

te
 p

la
in

ti
ff
 fo
r
 t

hi
s 

pu
rp

o
se

, 
an

d 
th

e 
sp

o
us

e
 sh

o
ul

d
 b

e 
lis

te
d

 b
en

ea
th

 th
e 

pl
ai

nt
if
f 

w
ho

se
 a

lle
ge

d 
in

ju
ry

 g
iv

es
 ris

e
 to

 th
e 

sp
ou

se
 s 

cl
ai

m
/s

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 ,i 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

( o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

,i 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r ,

i 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r ,

i 6
) 

W
a

te
r 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
bl

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

21
. 

22
. 

23
. 

24
. 

25
. 

26
. 

27
. 

28
. 

29
. 

30
. 

31
. 

32
. 

33
. 

34
. 

35
. 

36
. 

37
. 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

41
. 

42
. 

43
. 

44
. 

45
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
8 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
a
te

 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7)

 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
Re

si
de

nc
e
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

o
su

re
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

o
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

n
ey

 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

15
 

to
 A

F
F

F 
D

ri
nk

in
g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
e
r, 

te
st

ic
ul

a
r 

ca
nc

er
, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
inc

ap
ac

it
at

ed
, s

ty
le

 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

er
6

) 
W

at
e

r 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9
) 

as
 "

P
lai

nt
if
f N

am
e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
e
r 

ca
n

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/0

 
th

yr
o

id
 c

an
ce

r)
 

In
ju

re
d
'de
c

ea
se

d
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
t#

r 
N

am
e"
 

21
 

22
 

23
 

24
 

25
 

26
. 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

3l
 

32
 

33
 

34
 

35
 

36
. 

37
 

38
. 

39
. 

40
. 

4l
 

42
 

43
 

44
 

45
 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

ln
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 1 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d p

a
rt

y 
is

 
(o

f 
R

es
id

en
ce

 
ve

nu
e (

pe
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e i
nd

ic
at

e v
ia

 
d

e
ce

a
se

d
 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er;

 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

Ii 
co

lit
is

; l
iv

er
 c

an
ce

r;
 an

d/
or

 
o/

bl
o 

th
yr

oi
d 

ca
nc

er
) 

In
ju

re
d/

de
ce

as
ed

 
I,

 
P

ar
ty

 P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

46
. 

47
. 

48
. 

49
. 

50
. 

51
. 

52
. 

53
. 

54
. 

55
. 

56
. 

57
. 

58
. 

59
. 

60
. 

61
. 

62
. 

63
. 

64
. 

65
. 

66
. 

67
. 

68
. 

69
. 

70
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
9 

of
 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 /i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o

f 
H

o
m

e
 

D
ir

ec
t 

Ex
p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

e
r 

E
xp

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
ou

t 
(o

nl
y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
as

e
 in

di
ca

te
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 or

 
in

ju
re

d
 

5
 

to
 A

F
F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

, t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r, 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te
d

, s
ty

le
 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
tiv

e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff
 N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

e
r 

ca
nc

e
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

o/
b/

o
 

th
y

ro
id

 c
an

ce
r) 

ln
ju

re
dd

ec
ea

se
d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in
t
 

N
am

 
46

. 

47
 

48
. 

49
 

50
. 

51
. 

92
 

53
 

$4
 

55
 

56
 

57
. 

$8
. 

$9
. 

60
 

6
 

62
 

63
. 

64
 

65
. 

66
. 

67
 

68
 

69
. 

70
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,i 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d'

 
,i 

5)
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

er
 ,i 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,i 
6)

 
W

a
te

r 
th

yr
oi

d 
di

se
as

e;
 ul

ce
ra

tiv
e 

9
) 

as
 "

P
la

in
ti

ff
 N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

71
. 

72
. 

73
. 

74
. 

75
. 

76
. 

77
. 

78
. 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
. 

83
. 

84
. 

85
. 

86
. 

87
. 

88
. 

89
. 

90
. 

91
. 

92
. 

93
. 

94
. 

95
. 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
10

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
iff

 N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

Ho
m

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
Ex

p
o
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

e
d
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
e

r 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d
 p

ar
ty

 is
 

(o
f 

Re
si

de
nc

e
 

ve
nu

e 
(p

e
r 

Ex
po

su
re

 
C
o

nt
am

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
u
t 

(o
nl

y 
in

cl
u

d
e

: k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 ind
ic

at
e
 v

ia
 

de
ce

a
se

d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d
 

15
) 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri

n
ki

n
g

 
G

e
a
r 

ca
nc

er
; t

es
tic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r, 

C
ou

nt
 n

um
b

e
r) 

(p
e

r 
in

ca
p
a
ci

ta
te

d, 
st

yl
e 

p
a
rt

y)
 

(p
er

$
 6

) 
W

at
er

 
th

yr
oi

d
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9
) 

as
 P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e

 
co

lit
is

; 
liv

er
 c

an
ce

r,
 a

nd
/o

r 
o/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
lj

u
re

d
/d

ec
ea

se
d
 

Pa
ry

 P
la

in
ti
ff
 

N
am

e"
 

" 72 7%
 

74
 

75
 

76
 

77
. 

7%
 

79
. 

80
. 

81
. 

82
 

83
 

84
 

85
 

86
 

87
 

88
 

89
 

90
 

9l
 

92
 

93
 

94
 

95
. 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
E

xp
os

ur
e t

o 
F

ir
ef

ig
ht

er
 

A
lle

ge
d 

In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 ,r 

7)
 

C
au

se
s o

f A
ct

io
n 

in
ju

re
d

 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

de
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d 

, 
5)

 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
e

r ,r
 

in
ca

pa
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

 ,r 6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

F
 

96
. 

97
. 

98
. 

99
. 

10
0.

 

I 0
1.

 

10
2.

 

10
3.

 

10
4.

 

10
5.

 

10
6.

 

10
7.

 

10
8.

 

10
9.

 

11
0.

 

11
1.

 

11
2.

 

11
3.

 

11
4.

 

11
5.

 

11
6.

 

11
7.

 

11
8.

 

11
9.

 

12
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
11

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
am

e
 (i
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
om

e
 

D
ir

e
ct

 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 

Fi
re

fi
gh

te
r 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s 
(p

er
 7

) 
C
au

se
s 

of
 A

ct
io

n
 

in
ju

re
d

 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e
 (p

er
 

Ex
p

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m
in

at
ed

 
T

ur
no

ut
 

(o
nl

y
 in

cl
ud

e:
 k

id
ne

y 
(p

le
a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
de

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

n
yu

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
F

F
 

D
ri
nk

in
g

 
G

ea
r 

ca
n

ce
r;

 t
es

tic
ul

a
r c

an
ce

r,
 

C
ou

nt
 n

u
m

b
er

) 
(p

er
 

inc
a
p
a
ci

ta
te

d,
 st

yl
e 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er
" 

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d
 d

is
e
a
se;

 u
lc

er
at

iv
e

 
9)

 
as

 P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
co

lit
is

, 
liv

e
r c

a
n
ce

r,
 an

d/
o

r 
o
/b

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re
d

 de
ce

a
se

d
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
am

e"
 

96
. 

97
 

98
 

99
 

10
0

 

10
 

10
2 

10
3

 

10
4

 

10
5 

10
6

 

10
7

 

10
8

 

10
9

 

10
 

11
 

1
2 

1
3
 

14
 

11
5

 

16
 

1
7
 

1
8

 

11
9
. 

12
0

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
ln

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

ri
nk

in
g 

G
e

a
r 

ca
nc

er
; te

st
ic

ul
ar

 ca
nc

er
; 

C
o

u
n

t n
um

be
r)

 (p
er

 1 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e 
pa

rt
y)

 
(p

e
r1

6
) 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
as

 "
P

la
in

tif
f N

am
e 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

ol
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

N
a

m
e

"2 

12
1.

 

12
2.

 

12
3.

 

12
4.

 

12
5.

 

12
6.

 

12
7.

 

12
8.

 

12
9.

 

13
0.

 

13
1.

 

13
2.

 

13
3.

 

13
4.

 

13
5.

 

13
6.

 

13
7.

 

13
8.

 

13
9.

 

14
0.

 

14
1.

 

14
2.

 

14
3.

 

14
4.

 

14
5.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 
78

23
-1

   
   

 P
ag

e 
12

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

m
e
 (i

f 
D

O
B

 
St

at
e
 o
f 

H
om

e 
D

ir
e
ct

 
Ex

p
os

ur
e
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

g
ht

er
 

A
ll

eg
ed

 In
ju

ry
/ie

s (
pe
r 

7
 

C
au

se
s
 of

 A
ct

io
n
 

in
ju

re
d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o
f 

Re
si

d
e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

e
r 

Ex
p

os
ur

e 
C

on
ta

m
in

at
e
d
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 v
ia

 
d

ec
ea

se
d
 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
15

) 
to

 A
F

F
F

 
D
ri

nk
in

g
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; t
e

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

ce
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e
r) 

(p
er
 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d,

 s
ty

le
 

p
ar

ty
) 

(p
er
 

6)
 

W
at

er
 

th
yr

oi
d

 d
is

ea
se

; 
ul

ce
ra

tiv
e
 

9)
 

as
 "P

la
in

ti
ff

 N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
; 

liv
e

r c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/6

/o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
an

ce
r)

 
In

ju
re

d
 d
e

ce
as

ed
 

Pa
rt

y 
P

la
in

ti
ff
 

Na
m

e
 

12
1

 

12
2

 

12
 

12
4

 

12
5

 

12
6.

 
12

7
 

12
8

 

12
9

 

13
0 

13
1 

13
2

 

1
3 

13
4

 

13
5

. 

13
6

 

13
 

13
8

 

13
9

 

4
0

 

14
l 

14
2

 

14
3

 

4
4 

14
5

 

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e 
(i

f 
D

O
B

 
S

ta
te

 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
e

ct
 

E
xp

os
ur

e t
o 

F
ir

ef
ig

ht
er

 
A

lle
ge

d 
In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

 1 
7)

 
C

au
se

s o
f A

ct
io

n 
in

ju
re

d
 p
a

rt
y 

is
 

(o
f 

R
es

id
en

ce
 

ve
nu

e (
pe

r 
E

xp
os

ur
e 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
( o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

as
e i

nd
ic

at
e v

ia
 

d
e

ce
a

se
d

 or
 

in
ju

re
d 

1
5

) 
to

A
F

F
F

 
D

rin
ki

ng
 

G
ea

r 
ca

nc
er

; te
st

ic
ul

ar
 ca

nc
er

; 
C

o
u

n
t n

um
be

r)
 (p

e
r 1

 
in

ca
pa

ci
ta

te
d,

 st
yl

e
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
e

r 1
6

) 
W

at
er

 
1, 

th
yr

oi
d 

di
se

as
e;

 ul
ce

ra
tiv

e 
9

) 
a

s 
"P

la
in

tif
f N

a
m

e
 

co
lit

is
; l

iv
er

 c
an

ce
r;

 an
d/

or
 

o/
b/

o 
th

yr
oi

d 
ca

nc
er

) 
In

ju
re

d/
de

ce
as

ed
 

P
a

rt
y 

P
la

in
tif

f 
N

a
m

e
"2 

14
6.

 

14
7.

 

14
8.

 

14
9.

 

15
0.

 

2:
18

-m
n-

02
87

3-
R

M
G

   
   

 D
at

e 
F

ile
d 

08
/1

5/
25

   
   

E
nt

ry
 N

um
be

r 7
82

3-
1 

   
   

P
ag

e 
13

 o
f 1

3

Pl
ai

nt
if
f 

N
a

re
 @
f 

D
O

B
 

St
at

e
 o
f 

H
o

m
e

 
D

ir
ec

t 
Ex

po
su

re
 to

 
Fi

re
fi

gh
te

r 
A

ll
eg

ed
 In

ju
ry

/ie
s 

(p
er

$
7

) 
C

au
se

s o
f 

A
ct

io
n

 
in

ju
re

d
 p
ar

ty
 is

 
(o

f 
R

e
sid

e
n
ce

 
ve

nu
e
 (p

er
 

E
xp

os
ur

e
 

C
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

T
ur

no
ut

 
(o

nl
y 

in
cl

ud
e:

 k
id

ne
y 

(p
le

a
se

 in
di

ca
te

 vi
a

 
d

e
ce

as
ed

 o
r 

in
ju

re
d

 
5
 

to
 A

F
FF

 
D

ri
nk

in
g

 
G

e
ar

 
ca

nc
e

r, 
te

st
ic

ul
a

r c
an

c
e
r,

 
C

ou
nt

 n
um

b
e

r) 
(p

e
r 

in
ca

p
a

ci
ta

te
d

, s
ty

le
 

pa
rt

y)
 

(p
er

6
) 

W
at

e
r 

th
yr

oid
 d

is
ea

se
; 

ul
ce

ra
ti

ve
 

9)
 

as
 "

P
la

in
tif

f N
am

e
 

co
lit

is
, 

liv
er

 c
an

ce
r,

 a
nd

/o
r 

0
/b

/4o
 

th
yr

oi
d

 c
a
n
ce

r) 
In

ju
re
d
 de

ce
as

ed
 

P
ar

ty
 P

la
in

tif
f 

M
ar
e

 
14

6 

14
7 

14
8
 

14
9

 

15
0 



IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 
C

H
A

R
LE

S
T

O
N

 D
IV

IS
IO

N
 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
IL

M
-F

O
R

M
IN

G
 

F
O

A
M

S
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

S
 L

IA
B

IL
IT

Y
 

LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) 

M
D

L N
o.: 

2:18-m
n-2873-R

M
G

 

C
A

S
E

 M
A

N
A

G
E

M
E

N
T

 
O

R
D

E
R

 N
O

. 35 

T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 
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 the event that a na
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ed
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efendant seek

s to ch
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 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823       P

age 4 of 11

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 

7 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 
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In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 
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assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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E
X

H
IB

IT
 A

 

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
 A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
ILM

-F
O

R
M

IN
G

 F
O

A
M

S
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 
LIT

IG
A

T
IO

N
 

M
D

L N
o. 2: 18-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

S
H

O
R

T
 F

O
R

M
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
T

 
A

N
D

 JU
R

Y
 D

E
M

A
N

D
 

T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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 C
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R
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F
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T

H
 C

A
R

O
L
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 R
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U
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O
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M
-FO

R
M
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G

 FO
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O
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U
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B
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A
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M
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 C
O
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A
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 A
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D
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R
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 D
E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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iled 08/15/25      E
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13 . 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' 

" 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse ' s claim/s. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 7 of 13

EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 
I6. 
17. 
I8 
19. 
20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 8 of 13

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 9 of 13

Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 11 of 13

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 

122 

12 
124 

125 

126. 
127 

128 

129 

130 
131 

132 

13 

134 

135. 

136 

13 

138 

139 

40 

14l 

142 

143 

44 

145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 
Party Plaintiff 

Mare 
146 

147 

148 

149 

150 



IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 
C

H
A

R
LE

S
T

O
N

 D
IV

IS
IO

N
 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
IL

M
-F

O
R

M
IN

G
 

F
O

A
M

S
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

S
 L

IA
B

IL
IT

Y
 

LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) 

M
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M
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C
A

S
E

 M
A

N
A

G
E

M
E

N
T

 
O

R
D

E
R

 N
O

. 35 

T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 

8 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 
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In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10
 

assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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ILM
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O
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M
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G
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O

A
M
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P
R
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D

U
C
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 LIA
B
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D
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 C
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M

P
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N
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E
M

A
N
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T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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T
R
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 C
O

U
R
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FO
R

 T
H

E
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IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 SO

U
T

H
 C

A
R

O
L

IN
A

 

IN
 R

E: A
Q

U
E

O
U

S
 FIL

M
-FO

R
M

IN
G

 FO
A

M
S

 
PR

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

M
D

L N
o. 
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M
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SH
O

R
T

 F
O

R
M

 C
O

M
P

L
A

IN
T

 A
N

D
 JU

R
Y

 D
E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 7 of 13

EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25 . 

26. 

27. 

28 . 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26. 
27 

28 
29 
30 
3l 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36. 
37 
38. 
39. 
40. 
4l 
42 
43 
44 
45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 
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Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 10 of 13

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
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Injured deceased 
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132 

13 

134 

135. 
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13 

138 
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40 
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142 

143 

44 

145 
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deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 

7 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 

8 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 

9 

In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 
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In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 
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assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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E
X

H
IB

IT
 A

 

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
 A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
ILM

-F
O

R
M

IN
G

 F
O

A
M

S
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 
LIT

IG
A

T
IO

N
 

M
D

L N
o. 2: 18-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

S
H

O
R

T
 F

O
R

M
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
T

 
A

N
D

 JU
R

Y
 D

E
M

A
N

D
 

T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 ST

 A
T

E
S

 D
IS

T
R

IC
T

 C
O

U
R

T
 

FO
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 SO

U
T

H
 C

A
R

O
L

IN
A

 

IN
 R

E: A
Q

U
E

O
U

S
 FIL

M
-FO

R
M

IN
G

 FO
A

M
S

 
PR

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

M
D

L N
o. 

2: 18
-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

SH
O

R
T

 F
O

R
M

 C
O

M
P

L
A

IN
T

 A
N

D
 JU

R
Y

 D
E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 
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EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48 . 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52 . 

53 . 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62 . 

63 . 

64. 

65 . 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 
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Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 

Party Plaint 
Nam 

46. 
47 
48. 
49 
50. 
51. 
92 
53 
$4 

55 
56 
57. 
$8. 
$9. 
60 
6 
62 
63. 
64 
65. 
66. 
67 
68 
69. 
70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 

122 

12 
124 

125 

126. 
127 

128 

129 

130 
131 

132 

13 

134 

135. 

136 

13 

138 

139 

40 

14l 

142 

143 

44 

145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 
Party Plaintiff 

Mare 
146 

147 

148 

149 

150 
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T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823       P

age 5 of 11

this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 

7 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 

8 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823       P

age 10 of 11

In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10
 

assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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E
X

H
IB

IT
 A

 

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
 A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
ILM

-F
O

R
M

IN
G

 F
O

A
M

S
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 
LIT

IG
A

T
IO

N
 

M
D

L N
o. 2: 18-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

S
H

O
R

T
 F

O
R

M
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
T

 
A

N
D

 JU
R

Y
 D

E
M

A
N

D
 

T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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 C
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U
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M
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R
M
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G

 FO
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O
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E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 

2:18-m
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ber 7823-1       P

age 4 of 13

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 7 of 13

EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 
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Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75 . 

76. 

77. 

78 . 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95 . 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 
7% 
74 

75 
76 
77. 
7% 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
9l 
92 
93 
94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 

122 

12 
124 

125 

126. 
127 

128 

129 

130 
131 

132 

13 

134 

135. 

136 

13 

138 

139 

40 

14l 

142 

143 

44 

145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 
Party Plaintiff 

Mare 
146 

147 

148 

149 

150 
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S
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A

N
A

G
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N
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E
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O

. 35 

T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823       P

age 1 of 11

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 ST

A
T

E
S

 D
IST

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IST
R

IC
T

 O
F

 SO
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

L
IN

A
 

C
H

A
R

L
E

S
T

O
N

 D
IV

ISIO
N

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
IL

M
-F

O
R

M
IN

G
 

FO
A

M
S

 P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 L
IA

B
IL

IT
Y

 
L

IT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) 

M
D

L N
o.: 

2: 18-m
n

-2873-R
M

G
 

C
A

SE
 M

A
N

A
G

E
M

E
N

T
 O

R
D

E
R

 N
O

. 35
 

T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should

 

8 

not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 
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In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10
 

assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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O
D

U
C

T
S
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E
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The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 
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EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 
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Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98 . 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115 . 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 
97 
98 
99 
100 
10 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 

115 
16 

17 
18 
119. 
120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 

122 

12 
124 

125 

126. 
127 

128 

129 

130 
131 

132 

13 

134 

135. 

136 

13 

138 

139 

40 

14l 

142 

143 

44 

145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 
Party Plaintiff 

Mare 
146 

147 

148 

149 

150 
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T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 
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of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 

7 

w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 

8 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should

 

8 

not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 

9 

In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 
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In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10
 

assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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E
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E
X

H
IB

IT
 A

 

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
 A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
ILM

-F
O

R
M

IN
G

 F
O

A
M

S
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 
LIT

IG
A

T
IO

N
 

M
D

L N
o. 2: 18-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

S
H

O
R

T
 F

O
R

M
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
T

 
A

N
D

 JU
R

Y
 D

E
M

A
N

D
 

T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 
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IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 ST

 A
T

E
S

 D
IS

T
R

IC
T

 C
O

U
R

T
 

FO
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 SO

U
T

H
 C

A
R

O
L

IN
A

 

IN
 R

E: A
Q

U
E

O
U

S
 FIL

M
-FO

R
M

IN
G

 FO
A

M
S

 
PR

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

M
D

L N
o. 

2: 18
-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

SH
O

R
T

 F
O

R
M

 C
O

M
P

L
A

IN
T

 A
N

D
 JU

R
Y

 D
E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823-1       P

age 6 of 13

D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 
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EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 8 of 13

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 9 of 13

Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123 . 

124. 

125 . 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133 . 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145 . 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 
122 
12 
124 

125 
126. 
127 

128 
129 

130 
131 

132 
13 
134 
135. 
136 
13 
138 
139 
40 
14l 
142 
143 
44 
145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 
Party Plaintiff 

Mare 
146 

147 

148 

149 

150 
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S
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G
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N
T

 
O

R
D

E
R

 N
O

. 35 

T
his O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ctions 

As 
reflected in the 

Court's 
Order 

dated July 
15, 2025 (D

kt. 
N

o. 7518), 
the 

Court 
has 

becom
e 

aware 
o

f a large num
ber of unfiled cases, 

m
any o

f which 
the 

Court 
understands allege one or m

ore 

o
f the 

six 
injuries 

(hereinafter, 
the 

"Listed 
Claim

s")
1 that 

the 
P

laintiffs' 
E

xecutive 
Com

m
ittee 

("P
E

C") 
has 

determ
ined to pursue 

in this 
M

D
L. 

The 
existence 

o
f these 

unfiled claim
s, 

m
any o

f 

which 
m

ay not be vetted, 
creates 

challenges 
for the 

Court's 
continued efficient 

m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L 
docket. 

The 
Court 

also 
m

ust 
ensure that 

filed cases 
are appropriately 

vetted 
through 

the 

processes 
set 

forth 
in this 

CM
O. 

F
or these 

reasons, 
the 

Bellwether 
trial scheduled 

for October 
20, 

2025, and all related dates in CM
O 

26-I, 
are vacated 

until such 
a tim

e as the 
Court 

deem
s appropriate. 

G
iven 

the 
com

plexity 
o

f this 
M

D
L, 

the 
Court 

has 
established 

the 
requirem

ents 
o

f this 
Order 

for the 

purpose 
o

f ensuring that 
cases 

are filed and properly 
vetted to aid in the 

ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

The 
P

E
C 

leadership 
and D

CC 
leadership 

are directed to take the 
steps 

outlined in this 
Order 

to assist 
the 

Court 
in assessing 

and stream
lining the 

docket. 
Specifically, 

within 
21 days o

f the 
date 

1 The 
Listed 

Claim
s 

are: (1) 
kidney 

cancer, 
(2) 

testicular 
cancer, 

(3) 
ulcerative 

colitis, 
( 4) thyroid 

disease, 
(5) 

liver 
cancer, 

and (6) 
thyroid 

cancer. 
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T
h
is O

rder R
elates to A

ll A
ction

s 

A
s reflected

 in
 the C

ou
rt's

 O
rder dated

 July 15
, 2025 (D

kt. N
o. 7518

), the C
ourt has becom

e
 

aw
are of a la

rge
 num

ber of untiled
 cases, m

any of w
hich

 the
 C

ourt understands allege
 one or m

ore 

of the six inju
ries (hereinafter, the "L

isted
 C

la
im

s")' that the Plaintiffs' E
xecutive

 C
om

m
ittee

 

("P
E

C
") has

 determ
ined

 to pu
rsue in

 this M
D

L. T
he existence

 of these
 untiled

 claim
s, m

a
ny of 

w
hich

 m
ay not be vetted, creates challenges for the C

ourt's
 continued

 efficient m
a
nagem

ent of this 

M
D

L
 docket. T

he C
ourt also

 m
ust ensure that filed

 cases are appropriately vetted
 th

rough
 the 

processes set forth
 in

 this C
M

O
. For these reasons, the B

ellw
ether trial scheduled

 for O
ctober 20, 

2025, and
 all related

 dates in
 C

M
O

 26-I, are vacated
 u

ntil such
 a tim

e as the C
ourt deem

s appropriate. 

G
iven

 the com
plexity of this M

D
L

, the C
ourt has established

 the requirem
ents of this O

rder for the 

purpose of ensuring that cases are filed
 and properly vetted

 to aid
 in

 the ongoing m
anagem

ent of this 

M
D

L. 

T
he PE

C
 leadership

 and
 D

C
C

 leadership
 are directed

 to take the steps outlined
 in

 this O
rder 

to assist the C
ourt in

 assessing
 and

 stream
lining the docket. Specifically, w

ithin
 21 days of the date 

1 The
 Listed C

laim
s are: (1) kidney cancer, (2) testicular cancer, (3) ulcerative colitis, (4) thyroid

 disease, (5) liver 
cancer, and (6) thyroid

 cancer. 

of this 
O

rder, 
all 

PEC 
M

em
bers

2 that the Court 
appointed 

to Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

under 
CM

O 
2, 

including 
the m

ost 
recent 

PEC 
re-appointm

ent 
pursuant 

to 
CM

O
 

34 (Dkt. 
No. 

7754), 
shall 

file 
in 

this 
M

DL 
all 

cases on behalf 
of all 

personal 
injury 

claim
ants 

they 
represent 

who 
allege 

one of the 

six 
injuries 

the PEC 
is pursuing 

in this 
M

DL. 
For any 

case not filed 
in this 

M
DL 

pursuant 
to this 

paragraph, 
the PEC 

M
em

ber 
who 

filed 
the case outside 

this 
M

DL 
will 

not oppose 
transfer 

of this 

case to the M
DL. 

The Court 
will 

refer to this as the "Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow," 

or the "W
indow," 

described 
further 

below. 

O
f note, 

all 
plaintiffs

' counsel 
(i.e. 

counsel 
not on the Court's 

appointed 
PEC) 

representing 

clients 
alleging Listed 

Claim
s 

are strongly 
encouraged 

to file 
their 

cases under 
this Filing 

Facilitation 

W
indow

. 

Any 
cases filed 

after 
the Filing 

Facilitation 
W

indow 
closes 

are subject 
to the requirem

ents 

set forth 
in Section 

II 
below

. 

The 
requirem

ents 
set forth 

in this 
O

rder 
are part 

of the 
Court's 

larger 
effort 

to ensure 
the 

orderly 
and efficient 

m
anagem

ent 
of this M

DL. 
Additional 

orders 
m

ay 
follow 

that further 
effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, 

and early 
dispositive 

m
otions. 

I. 
The 

Filing 
Facilitation 

W
indow 

Plaintiffs' 
counsel 

are encouraged 
to file 

their 
clients

' cases in this 
M

DL 
within 

21 
days 

of 

this Order. 
In order to facilitate 

such filing, 
plaintiffs' 

counsel 
m

ay avail 
them

selves 
of the following: 

A. 
Tools 

to Facilitate 
Filing 

W
ithin 

the 
W

indow 

1. 
Direct 

Filing 

CM
O

 
3 (Dkt. 

No. 
72) allows 

for direct 
filing 

into 
the M

DL. 
The Court 

encourages 
this direct 

2 "PEC 
M

em
ber

" shall 
m

ean 
the individual 

attorney 
appointed 

to the PEC 
pursuant 

to CM
O

 
2 in their 

personal 
capacity, 

as well 
as the law 

firm
 

for 
which 

the PEC 
M

em
ber 

is em
ployed 

or is a partner. 

2 

2:18-m
n-02873-RM

G       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Num
ber 7823       Page 2 of 11

of this O
rder, all PE

C
 M

em
bers 2 that the C

ourt appointed
 to Plaintiffs' Leadership

 under C
M

O
 2, 

including the m
ost recent PE

C
 re-appointm

ent pursuant to C
M

O
 34

 (D
kt. N

o. 7754), shall file in
 

this M
D

L
 all cases on

 behalf of all personal inju
ry claim

ants they represent w
ho allege one of the 

six inju
ries the PE

C
 is pu

rsuing in
 this M

D
L. 

For any case
 not filed

 in
 this M

D
L

 pu
rsuant to this 

paragraph, the PE
C

 M
em

ber w
ho filed

 the case outside this M
D

L
 w

ill not oppose transfer of this 

case to the M
D

L. T
he C

ourt w
ill refer to this as the "Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

," or the "W
indow

," 

described
 further below

. 

O
f note, all plaintiffs' counsel (i.e. cou

nsel not on
 the C

ourt's
 appointed

 PE
C

) representing 

clients alleging Listed
 C

laim
s are strongly encouraged

 to file their cases under this Filing Facilitation
 

W
indow

. 

A
ny cases filed

 after the Filing Facilitation
 W

indow
 closes are subject to the requirem

ents 

set forth in
 Section

 II below
. 

The requirem
ents set forth in

 this O
rder are part of the C

ourt's
 larger effort to ensure the 

orderly and efficient m
anagem

ent of this M
D

L. A
dditional orders m

ay follow
 that further effectuate 

these 
goals, 

including 
as 

appropriate 
case 

m
anagem

ent 
orders, 

including 
additional 

proof 

requirem
ents, and early dispositive m

otions. 

I. 
T

he Filing
 Facilitation W

indow
 

Plaintiffs' cou
nsel are encouraged

 to file their clients' cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 21 days of 

this O
rder. In

 order to facilitate such
 filing, plaintiffs' counsel m

ay avail them
selves of the follow

ing: 

A
. 

T
ools to Facilitate Filing

 W
ithin the W

indow
 

1. 
D

irect Filing 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) allow

s for direct filing into the M
D

L
. T

he C
ourt encourages this direct 

2·P
E

C
 M

em
ber

 shall m
ean the individual attorney appointed

 to the PE
C

 pursuant to C
M

O
 2 in their personal 

capacity, as w
ell as the law

 firm
 for w

hich the
 PE

C
 M

em
ber is em

ployed
 or is a partner. 

2 

filing to continue. In the event that a nam
ed D

efendant seeks to challenge jurisdiction at som
e point 

for a case or cases directly filed in this M
D

L, any and all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed tolled as 

o
f the date o

f direct filing in the M
D

L. 
O

nce again, the C
ourt w

ants to encourage the direct filing 

o
f cases in this M

D
L and m

inim
ize m

otion practice. 

2. 
B

undling M
ultiple P

laintiffs 

In order to encourage the filing required under this O
rder, the C

ourt w
ill perm

it the filing o
f 

com
plaints listing m

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on one com
plaint for the duration o

f the F
iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
. T

his suspension of C
M

O
 3, paragraph 26, w

ill rem
ain in effect only for the 

duration o
f the W

indow
. M

ultiple unrelated plaintiffs on any given com
plaint m

ust be lim
ited to 150 

said plaintiffs, w
hich includes loss o

f consortium
 spouses. B

y w
ay o

f exam
ple a p

la
in

tiff alleging 

kidney cancer and a sp
o

u
se

's loss o
f consortium

 claim
(s), shall count as tw

o plaintiffs for purposes 

o
f the 150-plaintiff lim

itation. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass actions provision o
f C

A
F

 A
 m

ust m
eet 

the specific pleading requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1). P

laintiffs' allegations to 

establish jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U
.S.C

. S
ection 1332(d)(l 1) shall have no bearing on

 the m
anner 

in w
hich cases w

ill be tried. 
A

s noted below
, a tem

plate o
f such com

plaint is attached hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. S
uch com

plaints m
ust list plaintiffs in alphabetical order by last nam

e and list each 

plaintiff on a separate line. 

3. 
S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint 

A
dditionally, in the interests of judicial econom

y, plaintiffs are perm
itted to use a S

hort F
orm

 

C
om

plaint ("S
F

C
") attached to this O

rder as E
xhibit A

, for the duration o
f the W

indow
. 

T
his S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint is in an abbreviated form
 and briefly articulates the injury, the 

dates, the hom
e state, the p

la
in

tiffs date o
f birth, the causes of action, w

ithout the need for detailed 

pleadings, and the suggested jurisdictions for rem
and. 

3 
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filing
 to continue. 

In
 the event that a na

m
ed

 D
efendant seek

s to ch
allen

ge
 ju

risd
iction

 at som
e poin

t 

for a case
 or cases directly filed

 in
 this

 M
D

L
, any and

 all statute of lim
itations are deem

ed
 tolled

 as 

of the date of direct filing
 in

 the M
D

L
. 

O
n

ce
 again

, the C
ou

rt w
a

nts to en
cou

rage
 the direct filin

g 

of cases in
 this M

D
L

 and
 m

in
im

ize m
otion

 practice. 

2. 
B
u

ndling
 M

ultip
le

 Plaintiffs 

In
 order to encou

rage
 the

 filing
 required

 under this O
rder, the C

ou
rt w

ill perm
it the filing

 of 

com
plaints listin

g m
u
ltiple

 un
related

 plaintiffs on
 on

e com
plaint for the duration

 of the Filin
g 

Facilitation
 W

indow
. T

his su
spen

sion
 of C

M
O

 3, pa
ragraph

 26, w
ill rem

ain
 in

 effect on
ly for the 

du
ration

 of the W
indow

. M
u

ltiple
 un

related
 plaintiffs on

 any giv
en

 com
plain

t m
ust be lim

ited
 to 15

0
 

said
 plaintiffs, w

hich
 in

cludes loss of con
sortiu

m
 spou

ses. 
B

y w
ay of exam

ple
 a plain

tiff allegin
g 

kidney cancer and
 a spou

se's
 loss of con

sortiu
m

 claim
(s), shall cou

nt as tw
o plain

tiffs for purposes 

of the 15
0
-plain

tiff lim
itation

. A
ny cases utilizing the m

ass action
s prov

ision
 of C

A
F
A

 m
ust m

eet 

the specific pleadin
g req

uirem
en

ts under 28 U
.S

.C
. Section

 13
32

(d)(l 1). Plain
tiffs' allegation

s to 

establish
 ju

risdiction
 pursua

nt to 28
 U

.S
.C

. Section
 13

32
(d)(l l) shall have no bearin

g
 on

 the m
an

ner 

in
 w

hich
 cases w

ill 
be tried. 

A
s noted

 below
, a tem

plate of such
 com

plaint is
 attached

 hereto as 

E
xhibit A

. 
Su

ch
 com

plain
ts m

u
st list plaintiffs in

 alphabetical order by last nam
e and list each

 

plaintiff on
 a separate

 line. 

3. 
Sh

ort Form
 C

om
plaint 

A
dditionally, in

 the
 interests of ju

dicial econom
y, plaintiffs are perm

itted
 to use a Short Form

 

C
om

plain
t ("S

F
C

") attach
ed

 to this O
rder as E

xhib
it A

, for the du
ration

 of the W
indow

. 

T
his

 Sh
ort Form

 C
om

plain
t is in

 an abbreviated
 form

 and
 briefly articu

lates the inju
ry, the 

dates, the
 hom

e state, the plain
tiff's

 date of birth, the causes of action, w
ithou

t the
 need

 for detailed
 

pleadings, and
 the

 suggested
 ju

risdictions for rem
and. 

3 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be a m

aster long form
 com

plaint w
ill be the subject o

f further 

discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. H
ow

ever, a m
aster com

plaint is 
not 

currently 

contem
plated by the parties. P

laintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated and agreed that at this 

tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, D
efendants will not assert that any S

F
C

 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o

f 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

D
efendants will not file m

otions pursuant to R
ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S

F
C

 asserting a failure 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion 

practice on any S
F

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt. 

P
laintiffs w

ill 
have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish a prim

a facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to future O
rder o

f the C
ourt before any m

otion practice. 

F
or avoidance o

f doubt, P
laintiffs shall be perm

itted to file 
a traditional non-short-form

 

com
plaint prior to being subject to consideration for any future bellw

ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion practice under F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 12 or F

ed. R
. C

iv. P
. 8 as provided in C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12 w
ith respect to such com

plaint. A
ny 

such traditional non-short-form
 com

plaint shall com
ply w

ith the requirem
ents of C

M
O

 3 lim
iting 

all com
plaints to a single p

la
in

tiff (and, if applicable, a loss o
f consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
S

tate and Local F
iling 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in this C
ourt. H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed 

in S
tate C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such actions to F
ederal C

ourt and file a notice o
f tag-along 

action w
ith the Judicial P

anel on M
ultidistrict Litigation. P

laintiffs that are filing w
ithin the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such transfer. A

ny plaintiff w
ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in this W

indow
, and w

hose case is ultim
ately transferred to 

4 
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W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be a m
aster long form

 com
plaint w

ill be the subject of further 

discussions 
am

ong 
counsel 

and 
the 

C
ourt. 

H
ow

ever, 
a m

aster 
com

plaint 
is 

not 
currently 

contem
plated

 by the parties. Plaintiffs and D
efendants have further stipulated

 and agreed that at this 

tim
e

 and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, D
efenda

nts w
ill not assert that any SF

C
 (1) fails to state a 

cognizable cause of action, (2) fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be granted, (3) fails to 

plead allegations w
ith sufficient particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related

 to insufficiency of 

pleadings. T
he parties have further stipulated

 and agreed
 that until further O

rder of the C
ourt, 

D
efendants w

ill not file
 m

otions pursuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 SF
C

 asserting a failu
re 

to plead allegations w
ith specificity or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8. M

otion
 

practice on
 any SF

C
 subject to this O

rder shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed
 only upon

 leave of C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs w
ill have a right to am

end their C
om

plaint to add elem
ents to establish

 a prim
a

 facie 

pleading and factual allegations, subject to futu
re O

rder of the C
ourt before any m

otion
 practice. 

For avoidance
 of doubt, Plaintiffs shall be perm

itted to file a traditional non-short-form
 

com
plaint prio

r to being subject to consideration
 for any futu

re bellw
ether pool or being subject to 

m
otion

 practice under Fed. R
. C

iv. P. 12
 or Fed. R

. C
iv. P. 8 as provided

 in
 C

M
O

 2 and defendants 

do not w
aive the right to bring any challenges under R

ule 12
 w

ith respect to such com
plaint. 

A
ny 

such
 traditional non-short-form

 com
plaint shall com

ply w
ith the requirem

ents of C
M

O
 3 lim

iting 

all com
plaints to a single plaintiff ( and, if applicable, a loss of consortium

 plaintiff). 

4. 
State and Local Filing 

T
he C

ourt encourages filings in
 this C

ourt. 
H

ow
ever, w

ith respect to any com
plaints filed

 

in
 State C

ourts, D
efendants shall rem

ove such
 actions to Federal C

ourt and file a notice of tag-along 

action
 w

ith the Judicial Panel on
 M

ultidistrict Litigation. Plaintiffs that are filing w
ithin

 the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 to com

ply w
ith this order shall not oppose such

 transfer. A
ny plaintiff w

ho 

opposes transfer to the M
D

L w
ho filed in

 this W
indow

, and w
hose case is ultim

ately transferred
 to 

4 

this M
D

L, shall be subject to the requirem
ents of S

ection II below
, as if they had filed their action 

after the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be P
rovided A

fter F
iling 

A
ll cases filed in o

r transferred to this M
D

L betw
een M

arch 1, 2025 and the end o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 m

u
st provide the follow

ing inform
ation (hereinafter the "P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents") 

in accordance with the deadlines set forth in C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich is 98 days after filing in or 

transfer to the M
D

L): 

1. 
E

vidence o
f D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish a diagnosis of the injury(ies) alleged including, assum
ing it exists, 

evidence of the earliest diagnosis date. If it is im
practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page or pages on w
hich the responsive inform

ation can be found. 

2. 
P

la
in

tiff F
act S

heet Inform
ation -

A
 com

pleted Am
ended P

laintiff P
ersonal 

Injury F
act S

heet ("A
m

ended P
I P

F
S

"), as applicable under C
M

O
s 31 and 

5G
, subm

itted and served through the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E

vidence of D
rinking W

ater E
xposure: A p

la
in

tiff alleging exposure to 

P
F

 AS
 through drinking w

ater served by a public w
ater system

 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of P

F
 AS

 contam
ination in the 

drinking w
ater in accordance with the A

m
ended PI P

F
S, see S

ection III, 

Q
uestion 16( c ). A

 p
la

in
tiff alleging exposure via a public w

ater system
 shall 

also provide the public w
ater system

 identification num
ber ("P

W
S

ID
") 

a
n

d
/o

r n
a

m
e

 fo
r su

ch
 w

a
te

r syste
m/s. In

 e
ith

e
r in

sta
n

ce, if a p
la

in
tiff h

a
s 

additional p
ro

o
f o

f P
F

 AS
 contam

ination that has not been listed here, 

5 
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this M
D

L
, shall be subject to the requirem

ents of Section
 II below

, as if they had filed
 their action

 

after the Filing
 Facilitation

 W
indow

. 

B
. 

Inform
ation R

equired to be Provided A
fter Filing

 

A
ll cases filed

 in
 or transferred

 to this M
D

L betw
een

 M
arch

 1, 2025 and
 the end

 of the Filing
 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 m

ust provide the follow
ing inform

ation
 (hereinafter the "P

roof R
equirem

ents") 

in
 accordance w

ith the deadlin
es set forth in

 C
M

O
 5G

 and 3 lA
 (w

hich
 is 98 days after filing in

 or 

transfer to the M
D

L
): 

1. 
E
vidence of D

iagnosis: A
 succinct record

 or, if necessary, records sufficient 

to establish
 a diagnosis

 of the inju
ry(ies) alleged

 inclu
ding, assum

ing it exists, 

evidence of the ea
rliest diagnosis date. 

If it is
 im

practicable for counsel to 

provide a succinct record, counsel shall endeavor to direct D
efendants to the 

specific page
 or pages on

 w
hich

 the responsive inform
ation

 can
 be found. 

2. 
Plaintiff Fact Sheet Inform

ation
 - A

 com
pleted

 A
m

ended
 Plaintiff Personal 

Inju
ry Fact Sh

eet ("A
m

ended
 PI PF

S"), as applicable
 under C

M
O

s 31 and
 

5G
, subm

itted
 and served

 th
rough

 the E
isner A

dvisory G
roup (E

A
G

) portal. 

3. 
E
vidence

 of D
rin

king W
ater Exposu

re: A
 plaintiff alleging exposu

re to 

PF
 A

S
 th

rough
 drin

kin
g w

ater served
 by a public w

ater system
 and/or a 

private w
ell shall provide any evidence of PF

 A
S

 contam
ination

 in
 the 

drin
kin

g w
ater in

 accorda
nce w

ith
 the A

m
ended

 PI PF
S, see Section

 III, 

Q
uestion

 16
( c ). A

 plaintiff alleging
 exposu

re via
 a public w

ater system
 shall 

also
 provide the public w

ater system
 identification

 num
ber ("P

W
SID

")
 

and
/or nam

e
 for su

ch
 w

ater system
/s. 

In
 either in

stance, if a plain
tiff has 

additional proof of PF
 A

S
 contam

ination
 that has not been

 listed
 here, 

5 

including for exam
ple, PF

 AS
 contam

ination prior to diagnosis, it should be 

provided. 

4. 
P

ro
o

f o
f D

rinking W
ater E

xposure Address(es) -F
or those plaintiffs alleging 

exposure to 
P

F
 AS

 
through contam

inated drinking w
ater, docum

entary 

evidence establishing residence before diagnosis in the address or addresses 

plaintiff alleges they ingested the contam
inated drinking w

ater, through 

either: a. 
P

rovision o
f a third-party resource for address history, such as a 

credit report that reliably and verifiably establishes proof o
f 

residency; or 

b. 
S

ubm
ission of docum

ents such as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence that reliably and verifiably 

establishes pro
o

f o
f residency. 

5. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 -

A
 plaintiff claim

ing 

direct exposure to A
F

F
F

 m
ust establish exposure to A

F
F

F
 by subm

itting 

evidence in their possession, custody, or control establishing service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in the m
ilitary, or at another jo

b
 in w

hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise exposed to A
F

F
F

 by records such as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

S
uch p

ro
o

f should be 

sufficient to establish service or em
ploym

ent before the claim
ed injury 

diagnosis date and throughout the course o
f the entire exposure period 

claim
ed. 

6 
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includin
g for exam

ple, PF
 A

S
 con

tam
ination

 prior to diagnosis, it should
 be 

provided. 

4. 
Proof of D

rin
king W

ater E
xposure A

ddress(es)-
 For those plaintiffs allegin

g 

exposure 
to 

PF
 A

S
 

through
 

con
tam

inated 
drin

kin
g 

w
ater, 

docum
entary 

eviden
ce establishing residence before diagnosis in

 the address or addresses 

plaintiff 
alleges they 

ingested the contam
inated drin

king w
ater, through

 

either: a. 
Provision

 of a third-pa
rty resource

 for address history, such
 as a 

credit report that reliably 
and verifiably 

establishes proof of 

residency; or 

b. 
Subm

ission
 of docum

ents such
 as leases, deeds, other property 

records, utility bills, or other evidence
 that reliably and verifiably 

establishes proof of residency. 

5. 
E

vidence of E
xposure - D

irect E
xposure to A

F
F

F
 - A

 plaintiff claim
ing 

direct exposure to A
F

FF
 m

ust establish exposu
re to A

FF
F

 by subm
itting 

eviden
ce in

 their possession, custody, or control 
establishin

g service or 

em
ploym

ent as a firefighter, or in
 the m

ilitary, or at another jo
b
 in

 w
hich he 

or she regularly used or w
as otherw

ise
 exposed

 to A
FF

F
 by records such

 as 

m
ilitary service records, em

ploym
ent records and docum

ents, or relevant tax 

form
s establishing such service or em

ploym
ent. 

Such
 proof should be 

sufficient to establish
 service or em

ploym
ent 

befo
re the claim

ed inju
ry 

diagnosis date and throughout the course of the entire exposure period
 

claim
ed. 

6 

6. 
E

vidence o
f E

xposure -
T

urnout G
ear -

A
 p

la
in

tiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposure to P
F

 AS
 through firefighter turnout gear shall produce the required 

T
urnout G

ear P
laintiff F

act S
heet under C

M
O

 S
F. 

A
ll P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents must be provided by P
laintiffs by uploading to the portal created by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed P
ortal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along w
ith P

la
in

tiffs P
P

F
 or A

m
ended PI 

P
F

S
. 

A
ll F

act S
heets and associated docum

ents shall be uploaded to the E
A

G
 portal as described 

in C
M

O
s 5G

 and 31, 3 lA
 and 3 lB

 (D
kt. N

os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572 and 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. P

la
in

tiffs counsel are rem
inded o

f their duty to register for use o
f the 

P
ortal per C

M
O

 31 (D
kt. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, Counsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded that any technical or practical issues preventing use 

o
f the portal should be presented to the P

ortal adm
inistrator by w

riting to Info@
afffm

dlportal.com. 

T
he P

ortal has been designed to facilitate bulk upload o
f inform

ation and supporting docum
ents. 

F
or any cases filed from

 M
arch 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025, this inform

ation to the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced on the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
arch p

t and A
pril 15, 2025 -

T
hese 

m
aterials are due by S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 30
, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een April 16
th and M

ay 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due by O

cto
b

e
r 15, 2025; 

• 
F

or all cases that w
ere already filed betw

een M
ay 30

th and June 30, 2025 -
T

hese 

m
aterials are due b

y N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1, 2025. 

• 
F

or all cases filed after June 30, 2025, the deadline for subm
ission of these m

aterials 

7 
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6. 
E
vidence of E

xposure - T
urnout G

ea
r --A

 plaintiff w
ho is only claim

ing 

exposu
re to

 PF
 A

S
 through

 firefighter turnout gea
r shall produce the required

 

T
urnout G

ea
r Plaintiff Fact Sheet under C

M
O

 5F
. 

A
ll Proof R

equirem
ents m

ust be provided
 by Plaintiffs by uploading

 to the portal created
 by 

the C
ourt A

ppointed
 Portal V

endor E
A

G
, and subm

itted along
 w

ith
 Plaintiffs

 PP
F

 or A
m

ended PI 

PFS
. 

A
ll Fact Sheets and

 associated
 docum

ents shall be
 uploaded

 to the E
A

G
 portal as described

 

in
 C

M
O

s 5G
 and

 31, 3 lA
 and

 31B
 (D

kt. N
os. 6443, 6255, 6548, 6572

 and
 6766), available at 

w
w

w
.afffm

dlportal.com
. Plaintiffs

 counsel are rem
inded

 of their duty to register for use of the 

Portal per C
M

O
 31 (D

k
t. N

o. 6255). O
nce registered, C

ou
nsel m

ay individually register their clients 

directly from
 the portal. C

ounsel are rem
inded

 that any tech
nical or practical issues preventing use 

of the portal should
 be presented

 to the Portal adm
inistrator by w

riting
 to lnfo@

afffm
dlportal.com

. 

T
he Portal has been

 designed
 to facilitate bulk upload

 of inform
ation

 and
 supporting

 docum
ents. 

For any cases filed
 from

 M
arch

 1, 2025 to June 30
, 2025, this inform

ation
 to

 the extent not 

already provided, shall be produced
 on

 the follow
ing schedule: 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

a
rch

 p
t and A

pril 15
, 2025 -- T

hese 

m
aterials are due by Septem

b
er 30, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 A

pril 16
" and

 M
ay 30

, 2025 - T
hese 

m
aterials are due by O

ctober 15, 2025; 

• 
For all cases that w

ere already filed
 betw

een
 M

ay 30
" and

 June 30, 2025 -T
hese 

m
aterials are due by N

ovem
b
er 1, 2025. 

• 
For all cases filed

 after June 30
, 2025, the deadline for subm

ission
 of these m

aterials 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in or transfer to this M
D

L, as set forth in C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed w

ithin the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order o

f the C
ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related motions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted below

, the C
ourt w

ill 
assess com

pliance and m
eet w

ith the P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 

leadership to address next steps. 

II. 
F

iling O
bligations A

fte
r the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 C

loses 

T
he F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
 is being created to facilitate the filing o

f unfiled claim
s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged to avail them
selves of it. 

A
s the C

ourt notes above, P
E

C
 

appointed counsel are directed to file their cases in this M
D

L w
ithin the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, 

and non-P
E

C
 counsel are strongly encouraged to file cases within this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 P
laintiffs to dism

iss w
ithout prejudice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted under the circum
stances here. 

S
olely as to cases filed w

ithin the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

, the C
ourt w

ill 
allow

 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout prejudice under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i). 
It shall be a strict condition o

f the C
ourt 

granting such a dism
issal w

ithout prejudice that, if the P
laintiff(s) seek to file a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be filed in this M

D
L and shall rem

ain subject to the term
s o

f this O
rder based on the 

date o
f any such re-filing o

f their claim
s. T

hese conditions and requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted voluntary dism

issal under R
ule 4

1
(a

)(l)(A
)(i), are binding o

n
 P

laintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity o
f counsel currently retained or later retained to pursue such claim

s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need to rem
ind plaintiffs' counsel o

f their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both prior to and upon retention as w

ell as throughout the course of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber o
f unfiled cases is the result o

f aggressive 

case acquisition advertising and m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded that they should 

8 
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w
ill be 98 days from

 filing in
 or transfer to this M

D
L

, as set forth
 in

 C
M

O
 5 [E

C
F

 

N
o. 205]. 

C
ases filed

 w
ithin

 the W
indow

 shall not, w
ithout further order of the C

ourt, be subject to the 

C
M

O
 5 deficiency process, delinquency process, or other discovery-related

 m
otions under C

M
O

 5. 

A
s noted

 below
, the C

ou
rt w

ill assess com
pliance and m

eet w
ith

 the PE
C

 leadership
 and D

C
C

 

leadership
 to address next steps. 

II. 
Filing

 O
b
ligation

s A
fter the

 Filing
 Facilitation

 W
ind

ow
 C

loses 

T
he Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 is being created
 to facilitate the filing

 of unfiled
 claim

s, and 

plaintiffs' counsel are strongly encouraged
 to avail them

selves of it. A
s the C

ou
rt notes above, PE

C
 

appointed
 counsel are directed

 to file their cases in
 this M

D
L w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, 

and
 non-P

E
C

 cou
nsel are strongly encouraged

 to file
 cases w

ithin
 this W

indow
. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill allow

 Plaintiffs to dism
iss w

ithout preju
dice and/or allow

 counsel to m
ove to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 representations of cases as appropriate and w

arranted
 under the circum

stances here. 

Solely as to cases filed
 w

ithin
 the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

, the C
ou

rt w
ill 

allow
 voluntary 

dism
issal w

ithout preju
dice

 under R
ule

 41(a)(l)(A
)(i). 

It shall be a strict condition
 of the C

ourt 

granting such
 a dism

issal w
ithout preju

dice that, if the Plaintiff( s) seek to file
 a case at a later date, 

that case m
ust be

 filed
 in

 this M
D

L and
 shall rem

ain
 subject to the term

s of this O
rder based

 on
 the 

date of any such
 re-filing of their claim

s. T
hese conditions and

 requirem
ents of this O

rder, including 

any attem
pted

 volu
ntary dism

issal under R
ule 41(a)(l)(A

)(i), are binding on
 Plaintiffs individually 

regardless of the identity of cou
nsel cu

rrently retained
 or later retained

 to pu
rsue such

 claim
s. 

T
his C

ourt trusts it does not need
 to rem

ind
 plaintiffs' 

counsel 
of their obligations to 

investigate their clients' claim
s, both

 prior to and upon
 retention

 as w
ell as throughout the cou

rse of 

their representation. T
o the extent that the large num

ber of untiled
 cases is the result of aggressive 

case acquisition
 advertising and

 m
arketing efforts, plaintiffs' counsel are rem

inded
 that they should
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see A

B
A

 M
odel R

ules o
f 

P
rofessional Conduct 1. 1, 1.3). 

T
hrough the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted to rem

ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling o

f plaintiffs on one com
plaint, and use o

f a S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint. 

O
ther processes already in place also help facilitate filing, such as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service o

f process via em
ail as perm

itted under C
M

O
 6 [E

C
F

 N
o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ourt w
ants all unfiled cases to be filed w

ithin 21 days o
f this O

rder. F
ollow

ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on a com
plaint shall be term

inated. 

F
urther, the follow

ing additional requirem
ents will apply to any case filed in or transferred 

to this M
D

L after the closure o
f the F

iling F
acilitation W

indow
: 

A
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 90 days from
 the date the action is filed in o

r transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve (to the extent not already provided via a P
la

in
tiff F

act S
heet) on 

D
efendants nam

ed in the action a com
plete set o

f m
edical records that docum

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of p

la
in

tiffs alleged injury. 

B
. 

T
he p

la
in

tiff shall have 120 days from
 the date the action is filed in or transferred to 

this M
D

L to serve on
 D

efendants nam
ed in the action expert disclosures com

pliant 

w
ith F

ederal R
ule o

f C
ivil P

rocedure 26(a)(2) that support pla
in

tiffs allegation of 

general causation and specific causation for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

F
or the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem

ents are applicable only to cases filed in or 

transferred to this M
D

L after the closure of the F
iling F

acilitation W
indow

 and are in addition to and 

do not supplant the existing requirem
ents regarding (1

) P
la

in
tiff P

rofile F
orm

s and F
act S

heets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and (2) the P

ro
o

f R
equirem

ents set forth above. 

9 
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not accept m
ore cases than they can reasonably investigate and prosecute (see

 A
B

A
 M

odel R
ules of 

Professional C
onduct 1.1, 1.3). 

T
h

rough
 the Filing Facilitation W

indow
, the C

ourt has attem
pted

 to rem
ove obstacles to 

filing, allow
ing for bundling of plaintiffs on

 one com
plaint, and use of a Short Form

 C
om

plaint. 

O
ther processes already in

 place also help facilitate filing, such
 as direct filing as perm

itted under 

C
M

O
 3 (D

kt. N
o. 72) and service of process via

 em
ail as perm

itted
 under C

M
O

 6 [E
C

F
 N

o. 355]. 

A
s such, the C

ou
rt w

ants all untiled
 cases to be filed

 w
ithin

 21 days of this O
rder. 

Follow
ing this 

W
indow

, the ability to bundle plaintiffs on
 a com

plaint shall be term
inated. 

Further, the follow
ing additional requirem

ents w
ill apply to any case filed

 in or transferred
 

to this M
D

L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation W
indow

: 

A
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 90

 days from
 the date the action

 is filed
 in or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve (to the extent not already provided

 via
 a Plaintiff Fact Sh

eet) on
 

D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action a com
plete set of m

edical records that docu
m

ent the 

diagnosis, m
anagem

ent, and treatm
ent of plaintiffs

 alleged
 in ju

ry. 

B
. 

T
he plaintiff shall have 12

0 days from
 the date the action

 is filed in
 or transferred

 to 

this M
D

L
 to serve on

 D
efendants nam

ed
 in

 the action
 expert disclosu

res com
plia

nt 

w
ith Federal R

ule of C
ivil Procedu

re 26(a)(2) that support plaintiffs
 allegation

 of 

general causation
 and specific causation

 for the specific disease(s) or condition(s) he 

or she alleges. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the above requirem
ents are applicable only to cases filed

 in
 or 

transferred
 to this M

D
L after the closure of the Filing Facilitation

 W
indow

 and are in
 addition

 to and 

do not suppla
nt the existing requirem

ents rega
rding (1) Plaintiff Profile

 Fo
rm

s and Fact Sh
eets as set 

forth in C
M

O
 N

o. 5, 5G
 and 31 and

 (2) the Proof R
equirem

ents set forth above. 
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In addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O
rder have alleged an "U

nlisted C
laim

" 

as defined in S
econd Am

ended C
M

O
 28 ("C

M
O

 28"), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain subject to the 

term
s o

f C
M

O
 28, as am

ended, for any such claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 P
roceedings 

O
n June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted a S
cience D

ay on liver and thyroid cancer. A
s to 

those injuries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange of expert reports on A
ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general causation reports) and S
eptem

ber 29, 2025 (defendants' responsive general 

causation reports) w
ill rem

ain in place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed schedule for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on experts who opine on liver/thyroid cancer general causation. The 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule a hearing on those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised by D
efense C

o-Leads and P
E

C
 C

o-Leads for a 

hearing(s) on any m
otion that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal injury cases in 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

F
urther O

rders and P
roceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence to these requirem
ents and deadlines, absent agreem

ent of 

the parties or leave o
f the C

ourt. U
nless and until a p

la
in

tiff com
plies w

ith all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in his/her action shall be stayed absent order o

f C
ourt. 

W
ith the input 

o
f the P

laintiff and D
efense C

o-Leads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance with this O

rder. 

W
hile the C

ourt has adjourned the current B
ellw

ether trials, the C
ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced herein. T

he 

P
E

C
 leadership and D

C
C

 leadership are directed to report to the C
ourt after 30 days and 60 days o

f 

entry o
f this O

rder on the status o
f filings and com

pliance w
ith this O

rder. T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823       P

age 10 of 11

In
 addition, to the extent any plaintiffs subject to this O

rder have alleged
 an "U

nlisted
 C

laim
" 

as defined
 in

 Second A
m

ended
 C

M
O

 28 (C
M

O
 28

), those plaintiffs shall rem
ain

 subject to the 

term
s of C

M
O

 28, as am
ended, for any such

 claim
s. 

III. 
R

ule 702 Proceedings 

O
n
 June 20, 2025, the C

ourt conducted
 a Science

 D
ay on

 liver and thyroid
 cancer. 

A
s to 

those inju
ries, the existing deadlines for the parties' exchange

 of expert reports on
 A

ugust 11, 2025 

(plaintiffs' general 
causation

 reports) and Septem
ber 29, 2025 (defendants' 

responsive general 

causation
 reports) w

ill rem
ain

 in
 place. 

A
s previously ordered, by O

ctober 24, 2025, the parties shall subm
it a proposed

 schedule
 for 

discovery and R
ule 702 m

otions on
 experts w

ho opine on
 liver/thyroid

 cancer general causation. T
he 

C
ourt m

ay then schedule
 a hearing on

 those m
otions. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill 

consider proposals raised
 by D

efense C
o-L

eads and PE
C

 C
o-L

eads for a 

hearing(s) on
 any m

otion
 that w

ill im
pact the effective m

anagem
ent of the personal inju

ry cases in
 

this M
D

L. 

IV
. 

Further O
rders and

 Proceedings 

T
he C

ourt expects strict adherence
 to these requirem

ents and deadlines, absent agreem
ent of 

the parties or leave of the C
ourt. 

U
nless and until a plaintiff com

plies w
ith

 all requirem
ents of this 

O
rder, all other proceedings in

 his/her action
 shall be

 stayed
 absent order of C

ourt. 
W

ith the input 

of the Plaintiff and D
efense

 C
o-L

eads, the C
ourt m

ay enter further orders relating to the rem
edies 

for non-com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

W
hile the C

ou
rt has adjo

urned
 the current B

ellw
ether trials, the C

ourt anticipates that the 

D
efendants shall diligently review

 the case filings and discovery m
aterials referenced

 herein. T
he 

PE
C

 leadership and D
C

C
 leadership are directed

 to report to the C
ourt after 30

 days and 60 days of 

entry of this O
rder on

 the status of filings and com
pliance w

ith this O
rder. 

T
he C

ourt w
ill then 

10
 

assess, and determ
ine w

hat further reporting and other case m
anagem

ent tools or orders m
ay be 

necessary to further vet o
r test cases, if any, and w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, S

pears, and/or ~oelker, and/or different personal injury bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 S

O
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

. 

C
harleston, S

outh C
arolina 

A
ugust 15, 2025 

11 s/R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

R
ichard M

ark G
ergel 

U
nited S

tates District Judge 
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assess, and determ
in

e w
hat further reporting and other case m

anagem
ent tools or orders m

ay be 

necessary to further vet or test cases, if any, and
 w

hich m
ay include potentially resum

ing bellw
ether 

proceedings as to D
onnelly, Spears, and

/or V
oelker, and/or different personal inju

ry bellw
ether 

plaintiffs against any or all D
efendants. 

A
N

D
 IT

 IS
 SO

 O
R

D
E

R
E

D
. 

s/R
icha

rd M
ark G

ergel 
R

ichard M
a

rk G
ergel 

U
nited

 States D
istrict Judge 

C
ha

rleston, Sou
th C

arolina 
A

ugust 15
, 2025 
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E
X

H
IB

IT
 A

 

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
 A

T
E

S
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 C

O
U

R
T

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 S

O
U

T
H

 C
A

R
O

LIN
A

 

IN
 R

E
: A

Q
U

E
O

U
S

 F
ILM

-F
O

R
M

IN
G

 F
O

A
M

S
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 
LIT

IG
A

T
IO

N
 

M
D

L N
o. 2: 18-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

S
H

O
R

T
 F

O
R

M
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
T

 
A

N
D

 JU
R

Y
 D

E
M

A
N

D
 

T
he P

laintiffs nam
ed herein through E

xhibit A
 file this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efendants nam

ed below
 by and through their undersigned counsel and as 

perm
itted by C

ase M
anagem

ent Order ("C
M

O
") N

o. 35. 
T

his S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted and filed in the interests of judicial econom

y and takes an abbreviated form
. 

W
hether and w

hen there w
ill be non-s hort form

 com
plaints and answ

er(s) will be the subject o
f 

further discussions am
ong counsel and the C

ourt. 
P

laintiffs' Leadership and D
efendants' 

Leadership have stipulated and agreed that at this tim
e and until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon w

hich re
lie

f m
ay be granted, (3) fails to plead allegations with sufficient 

particularity, or (4) any other defenses related to insufficiency o
f pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership 

and D
efendants' Leadership have further stipulated and agreed that until further O

rder o
f the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pursuant to R

ule 12(b)(6) against any filed S
hort F

orm
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations with specificity, or failing to m
eet the requirem

ents of F
ed. 

R
. C

iv. P
. 8. M

otion practice on the individual personal injury C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed and m
ay proceed only upon leave o

f C
ourt and w

ith the protections afforded under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se o
f this S

hort F
orm

 C
om

plaint w
ill not be perm

itted after the expiration o
f the F

iling 

F
acilitation W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in C
M

O
 35. 

2:18-m
n-02873-R

M
G

       D
ate F

iled 08/15/25      E
ntry N

um
ber 7823-1       P

age 2 of 13

IN
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT
E

D
 ST

 A
T

E
S

 D
IS

T
R

IC
T

 C
O

U
R

T
 

FO
R

 T
H

E
 D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 O

F
 SO

U
T

H
 C

A
R

O
L

IN
A

 

IN
 R

E: A
Q

U
E

O
U

S
 FIL

M
-FO

R
M

IN
G

 FO
A

M
S

 
PR

O
D

U
C

T
S

 LIA
B

ILIT
Y

 LIT
IG

A
T

IO
N

 

M
D

L N
o. 

2: 18
-m

n-2873-R
M

G
 

SH
O

R
T

 F
O

R
M

 C
O

M
P

L
A

IN
T

 A
N

D
 JU

R
Y

 D
E

M
A

N
D

 

The Plaintiffs nam
ed herein

 through E
xhibit A

 file
 this Short Form

 C
om

plaint and Jury 

D
em

and against D
efenda

nts nam
ed below

 by and through their undersigned counsel 
and as 

perm
itted by C

ase
 M

a
nagem

ent O
rder ("C

M
O

") N
o. 35. 

This Short Form
 C

om
plaint is being 

utilized, perm
itted

 and filed in
 the interests of ju

dicial econom
y and takes an abbreviated form

. 

W
hether and w

hen
 there w

ill be non-short form
 com

plaints and answ
er(s) w

ill be the subject of 

further discussions am
ong counsel 

and the C
ourt. 

Plaintiffs' 
Leadership 

and D
efendants' 

Leadership
 have stipulated

 and agreed
 that at this tim

e and until further O
rder of the C

ourt, they 

w
ill not assert that any Short Form

 C
om

plaint (1) fails to state a cognizable
 cause of action, (2) 

fails to state a claim
 upon

 w
hich

 relief m
ay be

 granted, (3) fails to plead allegations w
ith sufficient 

particularity, or ( 4) any other defenses related to insufficiency of pleadings. Plaintiffs' Leadership
 

and D
efendants' Leadership have

 further stipulated and agreed that until further O
rder of the C

ourt, 

they w
ill 

not file m
otions pu

rsuant to R
ule

 12
(b)(6) against any filed

 Short Form
 C

om
plaints 

asserting a failure to plead allegations w
ith specificity, or failing to m

eet the requirem
ents of Fed. 

R
. C

iv. P. 8. M
otion

 practice on
 the individual personal inju

ry C
om

plaints subject to this O
rder 

shall be stayed
 and m

ay proceed only upon
 leave of C

ourt and w
ith

 the protections afforded
 under 

C
M

O
 35. U

se of this Short Form
 C

om
plaint w

ill not be perm
itted

 after the expiration
 of the Filing 

Facilitation
 W

indow
 as set forth by this C

ourt in
 C

M
O

 35. 

P
laintiffs 

1. 
P

laintiffs listed in attached Exhibit A
 allege exposure to P

erfluoroalkyl and P
olyfluoroalkyl 

S
ubstances ("P

F
A

S
") due to A

queous Film
-F

orm
ing F

oam
 ("A

F
F

F
"). A

s a result o
f exposure 

to A
F

F
F

, P
laintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured pain and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic injuries, and personal injuries as described below

. 

2. 
P

laintiffs allege the plaintiff-specific inform
ation listed in E

xhibit A
. 

D
efendants 

3. 
P

laintiffs bring suit against the follow
ing defendants (list all defendants being nam

ed): 

D
efendant 1 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant 10 

D
efendant 11 

D
efendant 12 

D
efendant 13 

D
efendant 14 

D
efendant 15 

D
efendant 16 

D
efendant 1 7 

D
efendant 18 

D
efendant 19 

D
efendant 20 

O
e

f endant 21 

D
efendant 22 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26 

D
efendant 27 
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P
lain

tiffs 

1. 
Plaintiffs listed in

 attached Exhibit A
 allege

 exposu
re to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances ("PFA
S") due to A

queous Film
-Form

ing Foam
 (A

FFF
), A

s a result of exposure 

to A
FFF, Plaintiffs (and/or D

ecedents) endured
 pain

 and suffering, em
otional distress, m

ental 

anguish, econom
ic inju

ries, and personal inju
ries as described below

. 

2. 
Plaintiffs

 allege
 the plaintiff-specific inform

ation
 listed

 in
 Exhibit A

. 

D
efendan

ts 

3. 
Plaintiffs bring suit against the follow

ing defendants (list all defendants being nam
ed): 

D
efendant I 

D
efendant 2 

D
efendant 3 

D
efendant 4 

D
efendant 5 

D
efendant 6 

D
efendant 7 

D
efendant 8 

D
efendant 9 

D
efendant I 0 

D
efendant 11

 

D
efendant 12

 

D
efendant 13

 

D
efendant 14

 

D
efendant 15

 

D
efendant 16

 

D
efendant 17

 

D
efendant 18

 

D
efendant 19

 

D
efendant 20

 

D
efendant 21 

D
efendant 22

 

D
efendant 23 

D
efendant 24 

D
efendant 25 

D
efendant 26

 

D
efendant 27 

D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29 

D
efendant 30 

Jurisdiction and V
enue 

4. 
P

laintiff alleges ju
risd

ictio
n

 based on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

F
ederal Q

uestion 

%
¡� 

T
he "M

a
ss A

ction" provisions o
f the C

lass A
ction F

airness Act 
("C

A
F

A
"), w

hich include the requirem
ents under 28 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l l) 

D
 

O
ther: -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. 
P

laintiffs designate the D
istrict C

ourts indicated on E
xhibit A

 as the "H
o

m
e

 V
enue" defined 

as the proper venues of origin w
here the claim

(s) could have overw
ise been brought pursuant 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 1391. 

P
laintiff's A

llegations o
f E

xposure 

6. 
P

laintiffs allege exposure to P
F

A
S

, as described in E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
F

F
F

 (i.e. use or handling o
f A

F
F

F
); and/or 

• 
E

xposure to drinking w
ater contam

inated with P
F

A
S

 as a result o
f A

F
F

F
; and/or 

• 
E

xposure to turnout gear ("T
O

G
") containing P

F
 AS

. 

T
he specific exposure alleged by each pla

in
tiff is indicated in E

xhibit A
. 

P
laintiff's A

lleged ln
iu

rie
s 

7. 
P

laintiffs allege one m
ore o

f the follow
ing personal injuries as described in E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid D

isease 
U

lcerative C
olitis 

Liver C
ancer 

T
hyroid C

ancer 
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D
efendant 28 

D
efendant 29

 

D
efendant 30

 

Ju
risdiction and V

enue
 

4. 
Plaintiff alleges ju

risdiction
 based

 on: 

D
 

D
iversity 

D
 

Federal Q
uestion

 

D
 

T
he "M

ass A
ction" provisions of the C

lass A
ction

 Fairness A
ct 

("C
A

FA
"), w

hich
 include the requirem

ents under 28
 U

.S
.C

. § 1332(d)(l 1) 

�‘��
O

ther: -
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-
 

5. 
Plaintiffs designate the D

istrict C
ourts indicated

 on
 E

xhibit A
 as the "H

om
e
 V

enue" defin
ed

 

as the proper venu
es of origin

 w
here the

 claim
(s) could

 have
 overw

ise
 been

 brou
ght pursua

nt 

to 28 U
.S

.C
. § 139

1. 

Plaintiff's A
llegation

s of E
xp

osu
re 

6. 
Plaintiffs allege

 exposu
re

 to PF
A

S, as described
 in

 E
xhibit A

, as a result of: 

• 
D

irect exposure to A
FF

F
 (i.e. use

 or handling
 of A

FF
F
); and

/or 

• 
E

xposure to drin
kin

g w
ater contam

inated
 w

ith PF
A

S
 as a result of A

FF
F
; and

/or 

• 
E
xposure to turnout gea

r ("T
O

G
") contain

ing
 PF

A
S. 

T
he specific exposure alleged

 by each
 plaintiff is indicated

 in
 E

xhibit A
. 

Plaintiffs A
lleged Inju

ries 

7. 
Plaintiffs allege

 one m
ore of the

 follow
ing personal in

ju
ries as described

 in
 E

xhibit A
: 

K
idney C

ancer 
T

esticular C
ancer 

T
hyroid

 D
isease

 
U

lcerative
 C

olitis 
Liver C

ancer 
T

hyroid
 C

ancer 

8. 
P

laintiffs have not described or alleged secondary injuries, dam
ages, or sequela of the injuries 

alleged above. P
laintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela attributable to the injuries alleged above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
T

he specific causes of action P
laintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, o

f w
hich each P

laintiff on E
xhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such C
auses as indicated on E

xhibit A
: 

C
ount I -

D
efective D

esign 
C

ount II -
F

ailure to W
arn 

C
ount III -

N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 -
N

egligence Per S
e 

C
ount V

 -
T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I -
S

trict P
roduct Liability 

C
ount V

II -
M

arket S
hare Liability

, A
lternative Liability

, C
oncert 

o
f A

ction, and E
nterprise Liability 

C
ount V

III -
C

oncealm
ent, Misrepresentation, and F

raud 
C

ount IX
 -

C
onspiracy 

C
ount X

 -
W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I -
Loss o

f C
onsortium

 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

ount X
IV

 -
C

ount X
V

 -
C

ount X
V

I-
C

ount X
V

II-
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
_ 

C
ount X

V
III -

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

_ 
C

o
u

n
tX

IX
-

C
o

u
n

tX
X

-
O

thers 

Jury D
em

and 

10. P
laintiffs dem

and a trial by jury as to all claim
s in this action. 
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8. 
Plaintiffs have not described or alleged secondary inju

ries, dam
ages, or sequela

 of the injuries 

alleged above. 
Plaintiffs reserve the right to seek dam

ages for all such secondary injuries, 

dam
ages, or sequela

 attributable to the inju
ries alleged

 above. 

C
auses of A

ction 

9. 
The specific causes of action

 Plaintiff(s) can adopt(s) and incorporate(s) by reference as if set 

forth fully herein, are the follow
ing C

auses of A
ction, of w

hich
 each

 Plaintiff on
 Exhibit A

 

adopts and alleges such
 C

auses as indicated on
 Exhibit A

: 

C
ount I-

D
efective

 D
esign 

C
ount II - Failure to W

arn 
C

ount III - N
egligence 

C
ount IV

 - N
egligence Per Se

 
C

ount V
-
 T

respass and B
attery 

C
ount V

I - Strict Product Liability 
C

ount V
II - M

arket Share Liability, A
lternative Liability, C

oncert 
of A

ction, and Enterprise Liability 
C

ount V
III - C

oncealm
ent, M

isrepresentation, and Fraud 
C

ount IX
 - C

onspiracy 
C

ount X
 W

rongful D
eath 

C
ount X

I-
 Loss of C

onsortium
 

O
ther C

auses of A
ction: 

C
ount X

II - 
_

 
C

ount [
[][­

 
C

ount X
IV
­
 

C
ount X

V
 

C
ount X

V
I-
 

C
ount \

/
[] 
_
 

C_'ount X
V

[[] 
C

ount X
IX
-
 

C
ount X

X
 ­ 

O
thers 

Jury D
em

and
 

10
. Plaintiffs dem

a
nd a trial by jury as to all claim

s in
 this action. 

D
ate: -

-
-
-
-
-

R
espectfully S

ubm
itted, 
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D
ate: -
-
 

R
espectfully Subm

itted, 

I. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Exhibit A to Short Form Complaint in In re: Aqueous Film-Forming Foams Products Liability Litigation, MDL 28731 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff ' " 
Name"2 

1 Plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then first name. For example: Doe, John. 
2 No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse's claim/s. 

2:18-mn-02873-RMG       Date Filed 08/15/25      Entry Number 7823-1       Page 7 of 13

EMibit_A_to_Short_Form_Complaint_in Ire; Aqueous Film-Forming Foams_Pro@duets_Liability Litigation, MDL 2873! 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per"7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name coli tis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

' 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

" 12 
13 
4 

15. 

I6. 

17. 

I8 

19. 

20 

plaintiffs must be listed alphabetically by last name first, then fi rst name. For example Doe, John 
No more than 150 plaintiffs may be listed. A spousal plaintiff with a loss of consortium claim is considered and will count as a separate plaintiff for this 
purpose, and the spouse should be listed beneath the plaintiff whose alleged injury gives rise to the spouse s claim/s 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured ,i 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plai ntiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/0 thyroid cancer) 
Injured'deceased 

Party Plaint#r 
Name" 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26. 
27 

28 

29 

30 

3l 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36. 

37 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4l 

42 
43 

44 

45 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name Ii colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/blo thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased I, 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 
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Plaintiff Name /if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
lnjureddeceased 
Party Plaint 

Nam 
46. 

47 

48. 

49 

50. 

51. 

92 

53 

$4 

55 
56 

57. 

$8. 

$9. 

60 

6 

62 

63. 

64 

65. 

66. 

67 

68 

69. 

70. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,i 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured' ,i 5) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,i 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,i 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per$ 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
ljured/deceased 

Pary Plaintiff 
Name" 

" 72 

7% 

74 

75 

76 

77. 

7% 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

9l 

92 

93 

94 

95. 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per ,r 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured , 5) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per ,r 
incapacitated, style party) (per ,r 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

F 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

I 01. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or nyured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per" 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name" 

96. 

97 

98 

99 

100 

10 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 

115 

16 
17 

18 

119. 

120 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged lnjury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per16) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

olb/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
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Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 7 Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 
deceased or injured 15) to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer, Count number) (per 

incapacitated, style party) (per 6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer, and/or 

0/6/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name 

121 

122 

12 
124 

125 

126. 
127 

128 

129 

130 
131 

132 

13 

134 

135. 

136 

13 

138 

139 

40 

14l 

142 

143 

44 

145 

Plaintiff Name (if DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per 1 7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout ( only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 15) toAFFF Drinking Gear cancer; testicular cancer; Count number) (per 1 
incapacitated, style party) (per 16) Water 1, thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis; liver cancer; and/or 

o/b/o thyroid cancer) 
Injured/deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Name"2 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
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Plaintiff Nare @f DOB State of Home Direct Exposure to Firefighter Alleged Injury/ies (per$7) Causes of Action 
injured party is (of Residence venue (per Exposure Contaminated Turnout (only include: kidney (please indicate via 

deceased or injured 5 to AFFF Drinking Gear cancer, testicular cancer, Count number) (per 
incapacitated, style party) (per6) Water thyroid disease; ulcerative 9) 
as "Plaintiff Name colitis, liver cancer, and/or 

0/b/4o thyroid cancer) 
Injured deceased 

Party Plaintiff 
Mare 

146 
147 
148 
149 
150 




